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A Day in the Life of a Salisbury Cathedral Guide
by Denis Blake of Charlton All Saints

How do you say, "Welcome to Salisbury Cathedral!" in Cantonese and then try to extract your foot from your mouth when you
learn that the mystified and deeply offended visitor in front of you is Japanese or Korean? How even can you be certain of
which way is "up" in Cyrillic script? I had been a guide for only a very short time when I offered a leaflet in no doubt flawless
modern Greek to the chunkiest, hairiest most obvious Greek I had ever seen, only to be put in my place with a long, slow drawl
of "Ah'm from Texas." Oh well! I had better start at the beginning of all this.

Along with about a dozen other volunteers I was trained as a Guide in the autumn of 1996 and proudly wore my Sarum-green
sash in March 1997, now over eight years ago, and I still do not know all there is to learn. It is comforting to know that
probably no one can ever really know everything and it is a joy to add to my store of knowledge week by week. A typical tour
of duty, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on a Friday for me, goes something as follows.

Walking as breezily as I can past the ladies in the Box Office - sorry, "the Contributions Desk"! - with a nonchalant "I'm a
Guide", I have a cursory glance at the large notice board giving information of the day's major events and then go through the
swing doors into the South Aisle (It is always great fun watching visitors trying to push open the wrong half of the door). One
or two of my morning shift colleagues deliberately wind me up by offering me a leaflet, but if you can't take a joke you
shouldn't have joined, as they say. Up the South Aisle to the Information Desk to report to my elegant lady Team Leader with a
totally unnecessary, "Here I am, Jo." Having received news and briefing about any specially planned or prebooked parties
expected during my shift, I put on my sash and start to look about in a ready-for-action manner. On my sash I wear the badge
of the Friends of Salisbury Cathedral and also the badge of the Friends of Winchester Cathedral; I refuse to abandon my roots!
I usually carry with me my large blue folder of notes about the cathedral so that I can try to answer the inevitable awkward
question. Such enquiries as, "Where is the crypt?" [there isn't one], "Where is Jane Austen's grave?" [in Winchester Cathedral]
and "Tell me, sir, just where in this building IS King Arthur's Round Table?" [it is in the Great Hall of Winchester Castle]
rather set one up for the day. The more expert guides - and there are legions of them - do not carry notes but I use mine as an
"aide memoire" and shall go on doing so until my "memoire" needs a little less "aide".

I very often find that visitors enormously enjoy the approach, "I shan't in any way intrude on your visit, but if you would like a
guided tour or just the odd little bit of help, then that's what we are all here for. We're FREE, by the way!" That last bit always
brings a smile of pleasure and relief.

Sometimes the organ is being played; sometimes there is a wedding; sometimes there is a funeral or a memorial service: all
these things go to reinforce the fact that the cathedral is a working church and not a museum. What IS rather deflating is when
a visitor takes umbrage at having his/her visit curtailed in any way and I have even had one woman [from the mainland of
Europe] who protested that we should have planned things better! When I politely inquired how we were supposed to plan
ahead for funerals she was a bit impressed!

No two guides have the same route round the cathedral; no such thing as a "standard tour" exists and no two groups of people
are alike. All have different interests; stained glass, tombs, war memorials, embroidery, woodcarving, misericords, plaques, old
flags, church music, architecture. What is fascinating is when you find your are guiding a real expert from whom one can learn
so much. I once found that I had been guiding an Anglican Bishop from the USA who was kind enough to reassure me that I
had said nothing controversial!

There are bouts of frenzied activity when squads of French children or hordes of students from the Salisbury School of English
arrive en masse and such phrases as "Tais-toi", "Bien siir", and "I gabinetti sono a destra" come in handy. Conversely there are
havens of tranquillity when elderly couples come in for a rest and a dose of the presence of God.

There most certainly is a serious and reverent part of a Guide's duty: if we did not believe that Someone was at home in the
cathedral, how much less it would all mean! It is of course a great honour to be an ambassador for the Dean and Chapter and to
be a welcoming face to someone who may never before have set foot in any cathedral anywhere. When you think like that, a
Guide's responsibility becomes awesome. The reward? The sheer, unadulterated pleasure of sharing with others what we so
richly enjoy; of observing and benefiting from encounters with such a varying cross-section of the human race. A day, even
half a day, in the life of a Guide is fun, stimulating, achingly funny at times - but never, ever boring.

As I take off my sash at the end of the afternoon and trudge back to my car I am comforted by a frisson of excitement: there is
always next Friday.

(Thank you, Denis, for this very interesting, enjoyable and generous offering. I am glad to have been able to include the whole
piece, albeit using a smaller than usual font size, as September tends to be a quiet N&N month. Generally, front page comment
is around 250/350 words and I am pleased to report that I already have another contribution which I shall include in the
November edition with something from Revd Alison Williams in October. Keep them coming! Ed.)

(Please find details of Church Services and News and Notes Contacts on back page)
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Julia Joynt

Sue Bourne presided over a slightly smaller group
than usual at the Radnor Hall on 10% July. Diane
Wait was thanked for her magnificent flower
arrangement on the president’s table.

There was plenty of business to be done including
theatre plans, tying up arrangements for the outing to
Stapehill on Wednesday 12th, and finalizing plans for
the W.I. stall at the fete. Sue urged everyone to do
their very utmost to produce goods for the stall. The
Garden Party was voted a successful occasion.

The treasurer’s report, a rather involved one, was
given by Sheila May who received an appreciative
round of applause!

Jean Van Hagen told us about her visit, as delegate,
to the AGM at Cardiff, which was obviously an
interesting, (but very long) day, during which both
the resolutions were passed almost unanimously.

The flower of the month was won by Dorothy Darton
with a striking deep red pelargonium — her first entry.

After the break we were treated to a talk by Mr Rex
Sawyer, invited back by popular demand, entitled
“Collett’s Farthing Newspaper”. This is the story of
a news sheet written and printed every week by the
Revd. Edward Collett, vicar of Bowerchalke, starting
in 1880. It was a fascinating talk, giving a wonderful
insight into rural village life of the time, and brought
home just how much the pace of life has changed
over the last hundred or so years; it took three hours
to get to Salisbury by horse carrier, (and five and a
half to get back!) The story was beautifully told, and
illustrated with Collett’s contemporary photographs
preserved in albums in the village.

The next meeting, the Promotional Meeting, followed
by a ploughman’s lunch, will be held on 11%
September.

(This report should have appeared in August’s N&N.
Apologies for that fact that the one which was
included last time had a somewhat historical flavour
and congratulations to those who spotted it. Ed)

Radnor Hall Players
Harry Joynt (01722 329782)

Just a reminder that we hope to stage a pantomime
and some kind of revue on 23", 24t and 25%
November. [ have a very promising panto script,
“Treasure Island”, with several character parts as
well as the inevitable Dame and a variety of pirates.

I am calling a meeting on Thursday, 14"
September, 7.30pm at the Radnor Hall for
anybody interested in taking part onstage or helping
backstage or front of house.

If you or people you know are interested and cannot
get to the meeting, please let me know beforehand.
And please get the word around.

Discounted oil deliveries

In the July edition of News & Notes I advised readers
that we should best wait until September before
considering a bulk order for discounted oil. Would
those still interested in getting this project off the
ground now please advise me of their needs by
Sunday, 17" September. A letter or email would be
most convenient although I am not averse to writing
an order down over the phone.

Having obtained quotations on Monday 18
September from different suppliers the selected
dealer would probably be aiming to deliver during
that week.

The arrangements would probably be as follows:

a I would need a minimum of 5000 litres to be
shared between us.

b You would have to request at least 500 litres
for your own tank.

c Invoice would be cash or credit card on
delivery (or within 7 days to retain discount).

In addition to knowing your name and how many
litres you need, the following information would be
useful:

1 Address, phone, email
2 Map reference if premises are isolated

3 What to do if no one is in when delivery is made —
(go away is not acceptable)

4 Where the tank is and how to gain access if not
obvious

5 How to identify the tank if other people’s tanks
are nearby

6 Anything else a delivery driver may need to know

I am not envisaging repeating this operation more
frequently than every other month. This offer is
limited to target readers of News and Notes.

Les Dodd, Penguin's Roost, Britford, Salisbury
01722 329341 - MrLesDodd@Hotmail.com

Odstock Parish Council

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 13th
September at 7:30pm in the Radnor Hall. All are
welcome to attend. Matters to be discussed include,
road safety and maintenance, procedures for the
provision of skips under the new waste management
regime, estimated Council Tax requirement for 2007-
08 and Local Council elections to be held in May
2007.

At the Annual Council meeting in May, members
voted for no change to the PC’s make-up with Cllr
Rod Poynting continuing as Chairman and Cllr Cliff
Whitley as Vice-Chairman. It was reported that the
Radnor Hall Committee had had a successful year
and that the improvements to the Nunton Field
would be finished before the Grand Féte in July.

The Parish Clerk can be contacted on Tel: 01794 341405.
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Flower Power News
from the Chalke Valley Flower Club

Ann Thompson (Publicity)

The Members enjoyed an interesting talk on ‘Cheese’
and a demonstration of flowers representing the
cheese producing countries, followed by a delicious
cheese and wine supper.

In August we had a workshop showing us the best
use for ‘that glass vase’!

We are now looking forward to a superb programme
with three National demonstrators over the next three
months.  On 27" September the Club will be
welcoming newly qualified National Demonstrator
Tracey Griffin to Broad Chalke Village Hall at 7.30
p-m. Her subject is ‘Recycling’. The cost for visitors
is £5.00 to include tea or coffee.

Bicester Shopping Village is our destination on 11%
October. If you would like to join us, there are
places on the bus, so please contact 01722 742177.
The village is famous for all the brand names
available at rock bottom prices, so come well
prepared!

This year’s Open Meeting will be on 25" October at
7.30 p.m. in Coombe Bissett Village Hall. We are
delighted to welcome as demonstrator, John
Chennell. John is an international flower designer
and demonstrator. He was one of the ‘Magnificent
Seven’ at the City Hall earlier this year. His
demonstration is entitled ‘Seasonal Splendour’.
There will be refreshments, raffle and stalls. Tickets
are £3.00 for members, and £7.50 for guests, and
enquiries should be made to 01722 780683 or 780448
as soon as possible.

We look forward to seeing old and new members and
their guests at all our Meetings.

St Andrew’s, Nunton Cleaning Day
Harry Joynt (01722 329782) and Adrian Taylor (01722 325862)

We plan to give St Andrew’s, Nunton its usual
“autumn clean” on Saturday, 30" September from
10.00am. A certain amount of cleaning equipment
will be available but bring something useful if you
can. All welcome!

Calling All Pumpkin Growers!

Don’t forget the Pumpkin Competition Weigh-in
(and raffle) on Sunday, 29" October 2006 at 2.00pm
at the Radnor Arms, Nunton.

All proceeds and donations will be used to buy a seat
for Nunton Field in memory of Peter Tucker.

SJC Computer Systems

Upgrades and Repairs

Help with new computers
Problem solving
Ask for Steve: 01425 652961 or 07919 542287

Odstock, Nunton and Bodenham

Harvest Supper

in the Radnor Hall
at 7.00pm on Sunday, 24" September
(after the 5.30 Harvest Festival in St Andrew’s, Nunton)
Tickets £5 (£3 for under 14s)
from Harry Joynt 01722 329782

Blitz Day at Britford

Saturday, 16" September
9.30 am onwards thro’ the day

Please see the list on the notice board in the
church porch detailing the tasks to be done
inside and outside the church.
Please bring your own tools.
Refreshments will be provided.
For further details ‘phone
Daphne Scamell (01722 334858)

Support Village Fund Raising
and have fun at the same time!
CAR TREASURE HUNT
and CREAM TEA

Saturday, 9" September 2006
starting from 1.30pm
from Charlton All Saints Church
Donations £10 per car
All profits going to the Village Church Fund

Tickets from: Jenifer Withers, The Thatchings,
Charlton All Saints 01725 510796

Pigman Ltd

Your local, free range,
rare breed pork supplier.

Free local delivery. Traditional

joints, chops, sausages, bacon and
pork pies. Hog Roasts and Hams
for special occasions.

Don and Emma Parsons
01722 416897
www.pigman.co.uk
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Rose Prince (author of The New English Kitchen and The Savvy Shopper)

As part of British Food Fortnight, Rose Prince, the acclaimed food writer who regularly contributes to the
Daily Telegraph and other national papers and magazines, will be appearing at the Britford Farm Shop to
sign her best-selling books. The New English Kitchen is a guide to shopping, cooking and eating
naturally and cost effectively, and The Savvy Shopper, is a Q&A guide to the most popular food
products, each with its own stockists’ directory. Both books are must-have items

Lower Road, Britford, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP5 4DY, 01722 413400 - www.britfordfarmshop.co.uk

Book Signing at the Britford Farm Shop

Saturday, 30t September, 10.00am — 12.30pm

for the discerning food-lover!

Church of England Services

Sunday, 3" September 9.30am Parish Communion with Baptism Britford AW
Trinity ’1 D) 11.00am Parish Communion Coombe Bissett AW
6.00pm Evensong BCP Homington DH

Sundav. 10" September 9.30am Parish Communion Odstock DH
T?init y’13 cptembe 11.00am Family Service Coombe Bissett AW
Y 11.00am | Matins BCP Charlton All Saints DB
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Britford AW

th

i}{n ('i‘?y,léli September 9.30am Parish Communion Nunton AW
oty 11.00am Family Communion Homington AW
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Homington AW
Sunday, 24" September 9.30am Parish Communion Charlton All Saints AW
Trinity 15 11.00am Matins BCP Coombe Bissett AW
5.30pm Harvest Festival and Supper Nunton AW

Sunday, 1% October 9.30am Harvest Festival and Lunch Britford AW
Trinity ’16 11.00am Parish Communion Coombe Bissett CH
6.00pm Evensong BCP Homington AW

AW = Revd Alison Williams, DB = Denis Blake, CH = Revd Charles Hatton, DB = Denis Blake
BCP = Book of Common Prayer

News and Notes Contacts

Articles to the Editor, Adrian Taylor,
Florida, Nunton Drove, Nunton, Salisbury SP5 4HZ
tel: 01722 325862 / email: editor@newsandnotes.co.uk

Deadline: 18" of each month

Monetary donations to the Treasurer, Neil Guttridge,
Court Hay, Lower Road, Charlton All Saints,
Salisbury SP5 4HQ
tel: 01725 511468

Reqular Events

WI

Whist Drive
Singing Group
Tiny Tots

Mobile Library

Open Circle
Folk Dancing

Second Monday of the month, 10.00am, Radnor Hall, Bodenham

Every Thursday, 7.30pm Barker Room, Nunton

Every Tuesday (ex. Aug.), 8.00pm, Barker Room, contact Adrian Taylor on 01722 325862

Wednesdays (ex. Aug.) 9.45 — 11.45am, Radnor Hall, Bodenham, contact Suzie Orchiton on 01722 502026

Alternate Thursdays (7" & 21°t September): Brookmead, Britford 9.30 — 9.40am, alternate Fridays (1% ,15% &
29" September) Phone Box, Charlton 10.15 — 10.30am.
The Library also visits the Orchard, Nunton monthly at 11.55 — 12.25pm (18" September)

27 4% and 5" Mondays each month, 7.30pm, Radnor Hall, contact Clare Chitty on 01722 330871

September and October Dates

9% September

11 September
14 September
16% September
24t September

Treasure Hunt — Charlton All Saints (see page 3)

WI (see page 2)

Radnor Hall Players Meeting, Radnor Hall, 7.30pm (see page 2)

Blitz Day at Britford, from 9.30am (see page 3)

Odstock, Nunton and Bodenham Harvest Supper, Radnor Hall, 7.00pm (see page 3)

30™ September St Andrew’s, Nunton Cleaning Day, 10.00am (see page 3)
29t October Pumpkin Competition Weigh-in (and raffle), Radnor Arms, 2.00pm (see page 3)
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