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NNeewwss  aanndd  NNootteess  
Issue 342 October 2004 

The Benefice Weekend - 6th  and 7th November 

9th October sees the 1st birthday of my grand-daughter Delyth.  My first two grandchildren have both arrived in the 

last year, bringing great joy and excitement as well as a major “change of gear” for both sets of parents.  What has 

been the most surprising aspect for me has been how I have seen the future in a new light.  Suddenly a part of me 

will experience the future in ways I myself will not.  Dire predictions about the year 2050 are no longer just 

academic – these two little people will be barely middle aged.  In a new way the future really matters to me. 

Meanwhile recent events stress what is bad in life.  In a radio interview after the horrors of Beslan the Archbishop 

of Canterbury was asked to comment on the reaction “This is not a good world”.  He replied that the fact that we 

are so appalled is precisely because deep down we do feel that it is a good world and things like Beslan should 

never happen – it is people who spoil it.  The struggle to make it a better world has been going on for millennia, but 

sadly the same cleverness that can make it better can also spoil it more quickly. 

At the Benefice Weekend on 6th and 7th November the aspects of enjoyment, meeting new people and tasting good 

food will be combined with a more serious side. “The future matters”, “Fundamentally it is a good world” and 

“People can and do spoil it” are all drawn together in the theme for the seminars and discussions under the heading 

“The Challenge of the Gospel”.  The word “Gospel” comes from the Old English for “good news”.  We have some 

excellent speakers and topics that are concerned with the quality of all our lives over the coming years. 

Revd Tim Woods is Director of Church and Society in the Diocese and has recently completed a 3-month 

sabbatical that has included a visit to Cairo to study Islamic concepts of peace and justice.  Dr Peter Willey led a 

seminar on Islam at our last Benefice Weekend and returns with Tim to give more insights from his wide 

experience, particularly on the history of Islam. 

Jill Heslop and Andrea Fox (both married to clergy in this Diocese) also work for the Diocesan Board of Church 

and Society in the field of marriage and family life. 

Revd Jean Coates combines being a parish priest with Link Officer for Rural Areas for Dorset.  She was here in 

June for the ordinands’ training weekend in the Chalke Valley and, in past days, was a university lecturer.  

Revd Edgar Daniel is a Methodist Minister currently serving in Plymouth.  He has had many years of experience of 

looking at the issues of practising one’s faith in the place of one’s work and has worked regularly with Tim Woods. 

A good number of people have already signed up for the Weekend and received their instructions.  A full 

programme and another application form is enclosed in Chalke Talk or is available at the back of our churches.  

This is definitely an occasion where everyone has a place and is not just for the natural enthusiasts!  Nobody has to 

come to everything.  You come to as much as you want to or have time for – different people’s commitments will 

mean that there are people coming and going.  Once you have come, of course, you can always stay longer!  

Children have their own activities in the school on Saturday morning with Janet Delaney from the diocese’s Young 

Sarum Team.  Their parents could use this unexpected freedom to join us for the morning address and seminars – 

and all the family even stay for lunch. 

We really are trying to provide something for everyone.  I hope you will truly enjoy the weekend.  Meanwhile 

please pray for its success – and get your application form back to Janet Roe at the Benefice Office as soon as 

possible.  The clergy will be happy to pass completed forms on to Janet if that helps. 

David Henley 

 

Application Forms for the Benefice Weekend should be available in our churches but if you are 

having trouble finding one please call Adrian Taylor on 01722 325862 
 

  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Please see back page for details of Church of England Services 

 and dates for your diary 
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WI 
Pamela Trubshaw 
At the promotional meeting on 14th September, Julia 

Joynt presided over the very lively proceedings, 

which were enjoyed by over fifty members and 

guests. 

Various invitations from other Institutes were read 

and notices and outings were announced. Doreen 

Osmond was thanked for again organising the 

programme for the coming year. Judith Johnson and 

Diane Wait had resigned from the Committee and 

Julia thanked them for their hard work; Judith for 

organising the Summer Outings for many years and 

Diane for writing the reports for the past four years. 

Both will be hard acts to follow.  

The next meeting will be on 11th October when Beryl 

Paton will speak on 'Nutrition and Health'. Julia 

announced that she and Judy Barke would produce a 

planting plan for the Queen Mother's Garden at 

Nunton, which can then be discussed at a later date. 

The next visit to the theatre will be on the 24th 

September to see 'Much Ado About Nothing'. Celia 

Maidment won the Flower of the Month.  

After coffee, Miss Shelia Attenborough gave a talk 

on her hobby and exhibited some of the beautiful 

items she had made over the last twenty five years. 

We were all full of admiration for the lovely 

craftsmanship displayed.  

Before lunch several members said a few words on 

their enjoyment of the W.I.  Members and guests 

then shared a ploughman's lunch. 

Anyone wishing to join the W.I. would be most 

welcome.  

Odstock Primary School News  

First we would like to welcome our new children to 

the school, all of whom have come from Odstock and 

Nunton.   We are now starting to look ahead to next 

September so if you, or anyone you know, has a child 

who will be eligible to start school then please let us 

know.   Application forms need to be with Wiltshire 

County Council by November to ensure a place. 

We would also like to extend our congratulations to 

our headteacher who got married at St Mary’s in 

August.  Her name is now Melanie Sweeney.  As a 

surprise, some of the children came to the church to 

greet the bride and groom on their exit and enjoyed 

showering them with confetti. 

At the end of the summer term we held our sports 

challenge afternoon and then a sports evening 

followed by a barbecue.  The weather was kind to us 

and we all had a great fun-time and the barbecue 

raised valuable funds for the school.  These funds 

will be used to purchase further play equipment for 

the playground to enhance play times for the 

children. 

Some of our older children also took part in a Lego 

Robotics Challenge at South Wilts Grammar School, 

organised by Wessex Setpoint.  They have been 

invited to attend a further event in November at Bath 

Spa University. 

At the time of writing Ofsted have just completed 

their inspection and we are awaiting their final report.  

The inspection went smoothly and initial feedback 

has been positive. 

We are still collecting Persil Stars and Nestlé Box 

Tops, so if you have any please just pop them 

through the letterbox – they all count. 

Odstock Parish Council 
Richard Parsons 
 

The PC is committed to finding ways to help 

parishioners recycle household and garden waste. 

The recycling centre at Churchfields is open seven 

days per week from 9:00am to 8:00pm. 

Unfortunately it was not possible to find a suitable 

site for the proposed Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 

shredder day publicised last month.  However, the PC 

will welcome suggestions about recycling issues. 

Tel: 01794-341405. 
 

Pet Owners be aware 

At some time either late on Friday, 3rd or on the 

morning of Saturday, 4th September a tabby cat in 

Odstock was shot with an air rifle.  There is some 

reason to suspect this was not an isolated incident.  If 

anyone has a similar experience to relate, or has any 

other information on the subject, please telephone 

01722 324915. 
 

DOWNTON COUNTRY MARKET 
THE MEMORIAL HALL, DOWNTON 

EVERY FRIDAY 9.45AM - 11AM 
 

Browse our stalls for those presents to take 
home! 

Enjoy coffee and homemade biscuits 

Fruit and vegetables direct from local gardens 

Delicious homemade cakes and savouries 

Jams and chutneys 

The freshest of free range eggs and local 
cheeses 

Plants and wonderful cut flowers 

Craft, jewellery, handmade cards, toys and so 
much more! 

Come and see for yourselves!  



 

 

Issue 342 - 3 - October 2004 

Hockeys Cleaning Services 

Professional 

Window Cleaning 

Service 
Frames and Sills included 

We also clean Facias, Soffits, Gutters 
and Conservatories 

Fully insured 

No obligation Quotes 

We’ll match or beat 

any price you pay now! 

Call 01425 657949 or 07796 244358 
 

 

“WINGS OVER CHARLTON” 

 A talk about the birds in 

Charlton All Saints 

by 

STEVE OAKES our RSPB expert 

7.30 pm Friday, 22 October 

in the Church - Refreshments 

Tickets £4.OO 

 from Barbara Box - 01725 510758 
 

Wanted 

Help with cleaning a house 
 containing too many children and animals.  

Approx 10 hours a week. 

Pease call 01722 322541 

 

Grazing Available 

2 paddocks, either side of river Ebble, 

 with shelter, in Odstock Village 

Call Y. O’Keefe - 01722 332083 

Charlton All Saints  

2004 Bonfire Bash 

 

 
 

 

 

Saturday 6th November  

from 6.00pm 

 next to the Village Barn 

Traditional Bonfire Refreshments 

For tickets contact: 

 Graham & Jackie Barrett 

Hollytree House, Church Lane 

01722 324097 
 

£5.00 Adults, £2.50 Children (5-14 years) 

 

Britford Farm Shop 
Part-time sales staff wanted 

 

Giles & Gale Gould are recruiting two part-time sales 

assistants to staff the Britford Farm Shop, for 

between 10 – 20 hours a week, at £6.00 per hour, 

PAYE.  

We need friendly, reliable, customer-focused 

individuals who can give excellent service, perform 

general retail duties and handle cash accurately.  

Please send your career details and covering letter 

explaining why you would like the position, to: 

The Cheese House, Lower Road, Britford, 

Salisbury, SP5 4DY 

 The Britford Farm Shop 
 is due to open  

November/December 2004 
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Church of England Services 

Sunday, 3rd October 

Trinity 17 

8.00am 

9.30am 

11.00am 

6.00pm 

Holy Communion BCP 

Parish Communion - Harvest 

Parish Communion - Harvest 

Evening Prayer BCP - Harvest 

Nunton 

Britford 

Coombe Bissett 

Homington 

AW 

AW 

AW 

AW 

Sunday, 10th October 

Trinity 18 

 

8.00am 

9.30am 

11.00am 

11.00am 

Holy Communion BCP 

Parish Communion  

Family Service - Baptism 

Morning Prayer BCP 

Homington 

Odstock 

Coombe Bissett 

Charlton All Saints 

AW 

WC 

AW 

DB 

Sunday, 17th October 

Trinity 19  

 

8.00am 

9.30am 

9.30am 

11.00am 

Holy Communion BCP 

Parish Communion  

Morning Service 

Parish Communion BCP 

Britford 

Nunton 

Homington 

Coombe Bissett 

WC 

WC 

AW 

AW 

Sunday, 24th October 

Trinity 20  

 

8.00am 

9.30am 

11.00am 

11.00am 

Holy Communion BCP  

Parish Communion  

Morning Prayer BCP 

Morning Service  

Homington 

Charlton All Saints 

Coombe Bissett 

Odstock 

WC 

AW 

WC 

AW 

Sunday, 31st October 

Trinity 21 - All Saints 10.30am Parish Communion Britford AW 

WC = Revd Westley Cole, AW = Revd Alison Williams, DB = Denis Blake 

         BCP = Book of Common Prayer 

Alison Williams, our Team Vicar, may be contacted on 01722 330628 
 
 
 

Regular Events 
WI Second Monday of the month, 10.00am Radnor Hall, Bodenham 

Whist Drive Every Thursday, 7.30pm Barker Room, Nunton 

Singing Group Every Tuesday, 8.00pm, contact Adrian Taylor on 01722 325862 

Tiny Tots Wednesdays (ex. Aug.) 9.45–11.45am, Radnor Hall, Bodenham, contact Joanne Philp on 01722 510565 

Mobile Library 

Alternate Wednesdays (6th, 20th  ): Brookmead, Britford 10.00 – 10.20am 

Phone Box, Charlton 10.30 – 10.45am, Radnor Arms, Nunton 11.00 – 11.20am 

October Dates for Your Diary 
2nd October Harvest Supper (Charlton), 7.00 for 7.30pm  

20th Oct News and Notes deadline (see below) 

22nd October “Wings over Charlton” - a talk by Steve Oakes, Charlton Church, 7.30pm (see page 3) 

25th October Charlton All Saints Garden Society, 7.30pm - David Maders will talk about Chrysanthemums. 

31st October Grand Pumpkin Competition Weigh-in at the Radnor Arms, 2.00pm  

Advance Dates 
6th Nov Charlton All Saints Bonfire Party (see page 3) 

6th/7th Nov. Benefice Weekend  

15th December Downton Band Concert (Charlton) 
 

Please send News and Notes articles to Adrian Taylor 

Florida, Nunton Drove, Nunton SP5 4HZ 

tel: 01722 325862 

email: vcmtaylor@msn.com  (see deadline above) 

 

Monetary donations should be sent to our Treasurer, 

Neil Guttridge, Court-Hay, Lower Road, Charlton All 

Saints, Salisbury SP5 4HQ 

Tel: 01725 511468 

 
 

Pumpkin Competition 2004 - Grand Weigh-In 
on Sunday, 31st October at the Radnor Arms, Nunton at 2.00pm  

Raffle - All proceeds to Odstock School 

(Only pumpkins grown from seed provided will be eligible) 

mailto:vcmtaylor@msn.com

