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NNeewwss  aanndd  NNootteess  
Issue 343 November 2004 

The Fruits of Joy and Sorrow 

“Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness”.  So wrote Keats in his “Ode to Autumn” and that seems applicable not 

only to nature but to much in the month of November. 

It begins with All Saints Day – surely a time of mellow fruitfulness, when we can remember all who have 

contributed to our own Christian life and give thanks for their example.  As Archbishop Michael Ramsey wrote,  

“At All Saints-tide, think of the wonderful presence and power of God in the lives of good and lovely people, some 

of whom we have known well, some not so well”. 

The “season of mists” can so easily come upon us on All Souls Day when we remember particularly our own loved 

ones now, we trust, resting in the presence of God, but still held in our hearts. 11 th November  brings remembrance 

once again, perhaps of people especially dear to us, or unknown folk who laid down their lives on our behalf.  But 

moisture is cleansing, a medium for growth, with the “maturing sun” to bring about the harvest. 

So it should be in our lives.  Through the sunshine that Christ brings to us we must learn to transform our grief into 

joy for all the love we have known; for all the wonderful gifts that others have given us; and in particular, for the 

gift of redemption through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

In the words of Horace Bushnell… “Joy is for all men.  It does not depend on circumstances or condition; if it did, 

it could only be for the few.  It is not the fruit of good luck or fortune, or even of outward success, which all men 

cannot have.  It is of the soul, or the soul’s character; it is the wealth of the soul’s whole being when it is filled with 

the spirit of Jesus, which is the spirit of eternal love.” 

So we must show our joy in the fruits of a Christian life – and share our joy.  

 
 

Church of England Services 

Sunday, 7th November 

3rd before Advent 

Benefice Weekend 

8.00am 

10.30am 

Holy Communion BCP 

Parish Communion 

Nunton 

Coombe Bissett 

AW 

DH/AW/ 

TW 

Sunday, 14th November 

Remembrance Sunday 

8.00am 

10.55am 

10.53am 

Holy Communion BCP 

Remembrance Service 

Remembrance Service 

Homington 

Coombe Bissett 

Charlton All Saints 

AW 

AW 

WC 

Sunday, 21st November 
Sunday next before Advent  

8.00am 

9.30am 

9.30am 

11.00am 

Holy Communion BCP 

Parish Communion  

Morning Service 

Parish Communion BCP 

Britford 

Nunton 

Homington 

Coombe Bissett 

AW 

AW 

DH 

DH 

Sunday, 28th November  

1st Sunday of Advent  

8.00am 

9.30am 

11.00am 

11.00am 

Holy Communion BCP  

Parish Communion  

Morning Prayer BCP 

Morning Service  

Homington 

Charlton All Saints 

Coombe Bissett 

Odstock 

WC 

AW 

WC 

AW 

WC = Revd Westley Cole, AW = Revd Alison Williams, DH = Revd Canon David Henley, TW = Revd Tim Woods 

         BCP = Book of Common Prayer 

Alison Williams, our Team Vicar, may be contacted on 01722 330628 

 

 

  Mid-week Services 
Wednesday, 24th November - Staff Communion - 8.30am - Nunton - Everyone invited  

Tuesday, 30th November - Saint Andrew the Apostle - Holy Communion - 8.30am Nunton 
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WI 
Val Martyn 

Julia Joynt presided at a very busy meeting of the WI 

on 11th October.  After reports from the Secretary and  

the Treasurer had been read there were numerous 

dates to note for our diaries.  Then a report on a 

meeting of the Downland Group was read by Connie 

Hobson. 

Julia said that, although most of the plants for the 

Queen Mother’s Garden are to be bought from WI 

funds, contributions from individual members will be 

welcomed   There were reports from the Scrabble and 

Skittles teams  (The Skittles team could do with extra 

players).  The next theatre outing will be to see “The 

Jail Diary of Albie Sachs”. 

The members extended warm congratulations to 

Violet and Victor Bath on their diamond wedding. 

During the coffee break there was a raffle which 

made £57.  The Flower of the Month competition 

was won by Sue Bourne. 

After coffee there was a talk on Nutrition and Health 

given by Beryl Paton.  She managed to combine 

fascinating facts with horrifying statistics - but in an 

entertaining way.  It certainly made us think and we 

will be reading our food labels with a magnifying 

glass in future! 

The next meeting is scheduled for 8th November 

when Mr John Hook will tell us about his “24 years 

as a High Court Judge’s Clerk”. 

Odstock Primary School News  

At the time of writing we have just finished a very 

exciting week at school. We have been celebrating 

Family Learning Week. 

Throughout the week parents have taken the 

opportunity to stay at school for a little while to listen 

to their child read.  There have also been workshops 

to find out about how children are taught to read and 

giving hints as to how parents can help develop their 

child’s language skills. 

We have had various people come in to read stories 

to the children, some in different languages and one 

with drums. 

Another workshop was held to hear about how the 

school are going to create some “reading sacks” for 

children to take home and how parents could help.  

Once the sacks are complete the aim is that every 

child will be given the opportunity to take one home.  

Each sack will centre on a particular theme and 

contain books, both fiction and non-fiction.  Along 

with the books will be some items to help make the 

books come alive.  These items could include 

anything from toys, knitted or sewn characters to 

trump cards.  The aim is to encourage our children to 

develop a love of books and encourage even the most 

reluctant of readers to get immersed in a book. 

The culmination of the week was our Book Character 

Day.  Everyone came to school dressed as a character 

and this created great excitement amongst the 

children.  There was a special reading celebration 

assembly and then a treasure hunt which included a 

visit from the Harry Potter car.  Our headteacher and 

some of the children were interviewed by Spire FM. 

The Mayor also visited us on this day in connection 

with his work with the Trussell Trust’s Christmas 

Shoe Box Appeal.  We are aiming to send 40 shoe 

boxes from our school. 

We are all looking forward to our break and returning 

to school in November ready for another term. 
 

 

Grazing Available 

2 paddocks, either side of River Ebble 

 with shelter, in Odstock Village  

 £10 a week 

Call Y. O’Keefe - 01722 332083 

DOWNTON COUNTRY MARKET  

Visit our 'best ever' 

 CHRISTMAS MARKET 

on 3rd, 10th and 17th December in the 

Memorial Hall, The Borough Downton 

No need to battle with the crowds in town!  
Here you will find everything needed to 
make this Christmas a great success! 

FESTIVE FARE 

 FESTIVE DECORATIONS  

FESTIVE GIFTS 

....don't take our word ......come and see!! 

 

SPAIN - Andalucia 
Traditional house in unspoilt village 

on banks of River Guadiana 

Portuguese border 

Sleeps 6/8 -  From £275 per week 

  Phone 01722 780712 (evenings)  
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Britford Primary School News 

Staff, helpers, governors and parents at Britford 

Primary School have been very pleased with last 

Summer’s SATS results achieved by the village 

school’s 7 and 11 year old pupils. Headteacher Mrs 

Graves recently reported that in Key Stage 1, every 

child either reached or exceeded the targets that had 

been set for them and in Key Stage 2, the majority of 

children reached their targets and many exceeded 

them. 

In Key Stage 1, 100% of 7-year olds achieved the 

recommended Level 2 and above in Reading with 

66%  achieving Level 3. In Writing, 100 % of them 

reached Level 2 and above and 55% Level 3. Good 

achievements were also recorded in Maths where 100 

% of Year 2 pupils reached Level 2b and above and 

33% Level 3.   

Achievements in Year 6 were also excellent with 

100% of 11 year-old pupils achieving the 

recommended Level 4 and 8% reached a Level 5 in 

English. In Maths, Level 4 and above was attained by 

92% and Level 5 by 54% of the pupils whilst in 

Science, 85% reached Level 4 and above and 31% 

were awarded Level 5. Also, 31% of Year 6 children 

were successful in their 11+ exams. 

Alongside the school’s excellent academic successes, 

its sporting achievements last year were something to 

celebrate. Britford Primary School won two Netball 

tournaments and was awarded a Silver medal in the 

regional finals. In athletics, some children were 

selected to take part in the Regional Athletics event 

in Tidworth and competed against pupils from the 

whole of the South of England including youngsters 

from athletics clubs. One Year 6 pupil, Isabelle 

Grigg, broke the Under 12 record in throwing a 

cricket ball and the boys won the Under 10 bronze 

medal for running, long jump and throwing. 

Isabelle Grigg, who is a member of Salisbury Hockey 

Club and who was a Year 6 pupil at Britford last year 

was selected for the first team at Bath Youth Games 

and her team came first. 

Mrs Graves, who has been Headteacher at the 60-

pupil school for nearly 4 years, said: “We are all very 

proud of our pupils’ achievements. They all worked 

very hard to achieve good results.” 

Charlton All Saints Garden Society 

On 27th September, Monica Lucas travelled from 

West Sussex to talk about the season of mist and 

mellow fruitfulness.  There wasn’t much mist and 

mellow fruitfulness but she did demonstrate what a 

riot of colour there can be in the garden this time of 

year. 

On Monday, 29th November, Marylin Watson will 

talk about the Animal Hospital at Newton Tony.   

Charlton All Saints  

2004 Bonfire Bash 

 
 

 

Saturday, 6
th

 November  

from 6.00pm 
 next to the Village Barn 

Traditional Bonfire Refreshments 

For tickets contact: 
 Graham & Jackie Barrett 

Hollytree House, Church Lane 
01722 324097 

 
£5.00 Adults, £2.50 Children (5-14 years) 

 

 

OPENING: Saturday, 27th November 

 

 

 

 

 

The Granary Barn, (on Bridge Farm), 
Lower Road, Britford Salisbury, SP5 

4DY - Tel: 01722 413400 

mail@britfordfarmshop.co.uk 
www.britfordfarmshop.co.uk 

Monday-Saturday: 
 8.00am-6.00pm 

Sunday: 
 10.00am-4.00pm 

 

For the best in locally produced, 
and locally sourced food and drink 

 
Milk ~ Bread ~ Eggs ~ Meat ~ Fish ~ Game 

Cheese ~ Pies ~ Preserves ~ Cakes 

Fruit ~ Veg ~ Wine ~  Beer ~ Gifts ~ Crafts 

OPENING: Saturday, 27th November 
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Carols 
by  

Candlelight 
 

 
 

 

 
 

An evening of festive music 
and readings presented by 

The Sarum 
Voices 

 

5.00pm 
 Thursday, 23rd December 

Britford Church 
 

Call Ben Lamb on 01722 411365 
 for more information 

 

Please note the early time 

 
 

Church Music 

On Tuesday, 23rd November a very special meeting is 

taking place in Bishopstone Church and all are 

welcome to attend.  We will be looking at ways of 

producing music in our churches when there is no 

organist available.  Since this affects all of us at 

times, it is an open meeting and it is hoped that 

representatives from all the churches will be there at: 

8pm on Tuesday, 23rd November 
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Odstock Parish Council 

The PC needs to know how parishioners expect the 

Nunton Football Field to be used. Brian Clake (Tel: 

340261) will be helping to organise a maintenance 

schedule and he will be interested in hearing from 

anyone able to lend a hand with regular grass cutting 

between May and November. 

The next PC meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 

1st December when the WCC Community Planner 

will be in attendance to discover what issues are 

important to local people. All are very welcome to 

attend. 

For the convenience of parishioners, Salisbury 

District Council makes a grant to Odstock Parish 

Council for the provision of skips. Three skips will 

be delivered to the usual sites on Friday, 26th 

November. This will hopefully provide maximum 

opportunity for local people to take advantage of  

this facility rather than having to visit the Churchfield 

recycling centre. Salisbury District Council will still 

arrange for the collection of bulky items, free of 

charge for domestic purposes. Tel: 434319 or 434320 

Britford Parish Council 

The Parish Clerk for Britford is now Mrs Sandy 

Benstead, Bramble Cottage, 19 High Road Britford, 

Salisbury. Tel: 01722 341625 

 

Professional  

Window Cleaning 

Service 
Frames and Sills included 

We also clean Facias, Soffits, 
Gutters and Conservatories 

Fully insured - No obligation 
Quotes 

We’ll match or beat any 
price 

 you pay now! 

 Call 01425 657949 
 or 07796 244358
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present 

WWhhoossee  BBeedd  IIss  IItt  AAnnyywwaayy??  

aanndd  

LLoossiinngg  IItt  

Two One Act Comedies 

At The Radnor Hall 
 

Thursday, 25th November - £5 

Friday, 26th November (with Supper) - £8 

Saturday, 27th November (with Supper) - £8 
 

All performances start at 8.00 p.m. 

Licensed Bar from 7.30 p.m. 
 

Tickets from Bodenham Post Office or 

Brian Clake on 01722 340261 
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Regular Events 
WI Second Monday of the month, 10.00am Radnor Hall, Bodenham 

Whist Drive Every Thursday, 7.30pm Barker Room, Nunton 

Singing Group Every Tuesday, 8.00pm, contact Adrian Taylor on 01722 325862 

Tiny Tots Wednesdays (ex. Aug.) 9.45–11.45am, Radnor Hall, Bodenham, contact Joanne Philp on 01722 510565 

Mobile Library 

Alternate Wednesdays (3rd, 17th): Brookmead, Britford 10.00 – 10.20am 

Phone Box, Charlton 10.30 – 10.45am, Radnor Arms, Nunton 11.00 – 11.20am 

 

November Dates for Your Diary 
31st October Grand Pumpkin Competition Weigh-in at the Radnor Arms, 2.00pm  

6th Nov Charlton All Saints Bonfire Party (see page 3) 

6th/7th Nov. Benefice Weekend (see below) 

8th November WI Meeting 

19th November News and Notes Deadline 

23rd  November Church Music meeting, Bishopstone Church, 8pm (see page 4) 

25th November Radnor Hall Players - Two One Act Comedies, 7.30pm for 8.00pm (see page 5) 

26th November Radnor Hall Players - Two One Act Comedies and Supper, 7.30pm for 8.00pm (see page 5) 

27th November Britford Farm Shop opens (see page 3) 

27th November Radnor Hall Players - Two One Act Comedies and Supper, 7.30pm for 8.00pm (see page 5) 

29th November Charlton All Saints Garden Society (see page 3) 

 

Advance Dates 
  

15th December Downton Band Concert (Charlton) 

23rd December Carols by Candlelight, Britford Church 5.00pm (see page 4) 

  
 

Please send News and Notes articles to Adrian Taylor 

Florida, Nunton Drove, Nunton SP5 4HZ 

tel: 01722 325862 

email: vcmtaylor@msn.com  (see deadline above) 

 

Monetary donations should be sent to our Treasurer, 

Neil Guttridge, Court-Hay, Lower Road, Charlton All 

Saints, Salisbury SP5 4HQ 

Tel: 01725 511468 

 

 

BENEFICE WEEKEND 

Preparations for the Weekend (November 6th and 7th) are well advanced.  Over the last two months much has been 

written about this event, so this is just a reminder that all the churches in the Benefice have details of the 

programme and application forms.  If you would like more information, do ask one of the clergy or telephone the 

Benefice Office (01722 781112).  It should be an interesting and informative weekend, with the chance to meet 

with others from the whole Benefice. 

mailto:vcmtaylor@msn.com

