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Odstock, Nunton and Bodenham Fête 

The sun shone and a very large number of people turned out to enjoy a range of displays 

and attractions, eat and drink and generally have fun. It is even rumoured that a few 

scarecrows turned up as well, but I did not see any on the field, did you? 

It is too early to be sure, but it seems likely that this year will produce a near record 

profit for distribution to local activities. This alone makes the Fête worthwhile, but this 

year we have seen probably the widest participation for years, in the shape of our 

scarecrows. Thank you to everyone who displayed his or her work. The scarecrows really 

brightened up the villages and drew attention from across a wide area. One email 

received best describes the public reaction. 

“I just wanted to take a few minutes to congratulate you on a truly superb scarecrow 

competition. Myself and my family live in Downton, but my sister and I work at the 

hospital and am simply thrilled each time a new scarecrow appears as we spot them on 

the way to work! It is a great idea and everyone has worked so very hard. It is brilliant to 

see the community working together, real village spirit. We have told mum so much 

about them we drove her around the villages last night and did the tour of the 

scarecrows!! She was very impressed and delighted by each and every one of them! So 

many people are talking about them at the hospital. A huge congratulations to all 

involved.” 

Of course the Fête was not just about scarecrows, or the day itself. Events started the 

previous week with a skittles evening at the Radnor Arms, followed by a car boot sale. 

Peter Pod and The Peas proved more popular than ever, the Saturday morning Bike Ride 

produced a good turn out and, of course, the Raft Race provided an opportunity to cool 

off for those who needed it. 

We tend to take the Fête and its associated activities for granted, even those involved in 

organising and running the events. After all a fête has been held every year since 1953! 

Reading through the preceding paragraphs however, I think the Fête is an amazing 

achievement for such a small community. Long may it continue! 

Brian Clake 

(Thanks to Brian for this article and for being the most recent in the line of those who 

have shouldered responsibility for the Fête over more than 50 years.   If you want to see 

pictures of all the scarecrows, visit the News and Notes website (see below).Ed.) 

Church of England Services 

Sunday, 5th  August 

Trinity 9 

9.30am 

11.00am 
6.00pm 

Parish Communion  

Parish Communion 
Evensong BCP 

Britford 

Coombe Bissett 
Homington 

AW 

AW 
AW 

Sunday, 12th August 

Trinity 10 

9.30am 
11.00am 

11.00am 

Parish Communion 
Matins BCP 

Family Service 

Odstock 
Charlton All Saints 

Coombe Bissett 

AW 

DB 
AW 

Sunday, 19th August 
Trinity 11 

8.00am 

9.30am 

9.30am 

Holy Communion BCP 

Parish Communion 

Family Communion 

Britford 

Nunton 

Homington 

AW 

RE 

AW 

Sunday, 26th August 

Trinity 12 

9.30am 

11.00am 

11.00am 

Parish Communion 

Family Service 

Matins BCP 

Charlton All Saints 

Odstock 

Coombe Bissett 

CH 

ACFT 

WC 

Sunday, 2nd Sept. 
Trinity 13 

9.30am 

11.00am 

6.00pm 

Parish Communion  

Parish Communion 

Evensong BCP 

Britford 

Coombe Bissett 

Homington 

AW 

AW 

AW 

AW = Revd Alison Williams,  CH = Revd Charles Hatton, RE = Revd Robert Eardley, 
 WC = Revd Westley Cole, DB = Denis Blake, ACFT = Adrian Taylor 

BCP = Book of Common Prayer 
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WI Report  
Julia Joynt 

It has been a busy week for WI members with the 

meeting on Monday, outing on Wednesday and the 

village fête on Saturday. 

The President, Sue Bourne, welcomed a large 

number of members and five visitors to the meeting 

and thanked Debbie Underhill for her attractive 

flower arrangement.  She then got straight down to 

business as there was plenty to be arranged.  The 

Garden Party was deemed a great success both from 

the enjoyment and the financial points of view: 

(Sheila May, the treasurer, gave us further details of 

the latter in her report).  John and Martin Barrow 

were given special thanks for their invaluable help – 

even as far as pouring the tea! Theatre and scrabble 

arrangements were discussed and correspondence 

read.  Plans for the outing to Winchester were 

finalised. 

Anne Waight won the flower of the month with a 

beautiful, dusky “Pink Lady” rose. 

The talk, “Streptocarpus and African Violets,” from 

Dr David Haycroft was engrossing, and the allotted 

hour seemed all too short.  His propagation 

demonstration made the growing of these beautiful 

plants look so simple, and if this is so, (and he 

assures us that it is!) by this time next year the 

villages will be awash with streptocarpi and African 

violets as a great many people took a plant home and 

arranged to swap leaves with other members.  

The outing to Winchester was enjoyed by a coach 

load of members and their guests.  Armed with 

knowledge following an earlier talk on the cathedral 

given by Dennis Blake, and with some special 

viewings and excellent arrangements made by Anna 

Treseder and Susie Appleford, good use was made of 

the cathedral tours.  The rest of the visit was spent 

doing our own chosen things. Then we went home 

via Otterbourne where we were given tea made by 

the Otterbourne WI.  Even as WI teas go this one 

would take some beating  -  delicious! 

There will be no meeting in August, so the next one 

will be the Promotional meeting in the Radnor Hall 

on September 12th. 

Fête 

The WI stalls at the Fête did very well this year.  

Many thanks to members and non-members who 

generously brought produce, plants and cakes to be 

sold and enabled the splendid sum of £533.65 to be 

contributed to Fête profits. 

Odstock Primary School 

At the end of June a group of our learners plus some 

children from Britford School went on a residential 

trip to Lyme Regis.  They stayed for three days and 

enjoyed activities such as archery and swimming.  

They also explored the beach and searched for fossils 

as well as visiting a local water mill and seeing how 

flour is made.  Great fun was had by all despite the 

miserable weather. 

The whole school went on a trip to Salisbury 

Museum to look around a medieval machines 

exhibition, followed by a picnic lunch and then a tour 

of the three gates into the Cathedral Close and tried 

to spot stones that were originally used in the Old 

Sarum Cathedral. 

Our annual Sports Day and Fête was a great success 

and for once the sun shone on us.  Lots of fun races 

were followed by a barbecue and lots of bouncing on 

the obstacle course and bouncy castle.  The event 

raised over £200 for school funds. 

Our First Aid after school club recently went on a 

visit to New Hall Hospital where they were given a 

tour and had the opportunity to try out resuscitation 

techniques on their dummy.  Many thanks to Mr 

Clake, one or our governors, for organising this trip 

and to New Hall Hospital for providing both 

transport and use of their facilities. 

Our term was rounded off with a fun sports afternoon 

and school disco followed by a whole school trip to 

Moors Valley.  The last day of term was a toy day 

and we had our leavers assembly.  The Egrets class 

put on a short production of Romeo and Juliet as the 

culmination of their learning about Shakespeare.   

We are all looking forward to the summer holidays 

and to returning refreshed and ready for the new term 

and to welcoming our new children in September. 

Happy Holidays. 

Britford Primary School 

We have had many achievements to celebrate and 

here is a snapshot of what we are especially proud of: 

Pied Piper Performance 

The whole school put together a wonderful 

performance of the Pied Piper recently. The children 

certainly kept their promise and entertained two 

audiences of parents, carers, grandparents, governors 

and school staff. It was a delight to see how both 

younger and older children can come together and 

create a successful and very enjoyable show. The 

songs and dances were lovely, the acting superb and 

the scenery and costumes added that extra special 

touch. Well done to all the children and their teachers 

and helpers! 

Drumming Workshop 

The children in KS2 participated in a drumming 

workshop and, under the guidance of African 

Drummer Felix, learned a routine in just one day, 

which they then performed at The Trafalgar School 

in Downton as part of an evening of World Dance 

and Music in front of a school hall packed with 

parents. The children all enjoyed learning the 

drumming, worked very hard at learning the routine 

and their performance on the night was exceptional. 

It was such a fantastic opportunity for them to have 
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access to the scheme organised by Wise Moves as 

part of the Sports Partnership work. 

Successful PE Ofsted Inspection 

Our school recently had a visit from Ofsted to look at 

work in Physical Education (PE) and we are pleased 

to report that Ofsted rated the overall effectiveness of 

PE as good. The inspectors noted that “all children 

reach expected standards by the end of key stages 

and many work beyond this by the end of Key Stage 

2” and that “children make good progress in 

acquiring, developing, selecting and applying skills”. 

They commented on behaviour in lessons and in the 

playground and described it as “exemplary” and they 

particularly noticed how “children take exceptional 

good care of each other in the mixed age classes and 

when working with children with learning difficulties 

and/or disabilities.”  They rated the overall quality of 

teaching and learning as good and noted that staff 

have good knowledge of the subject which they “use 

well to extend children's learning”, and that teachers 

are “particularly effective at planning work to meet 

the needs of different age groups in one class”. The 

report also mentions that Britford School make 

“excellent use of external coaches to extend both the 

curriculum and extra curricular activities, particularly 

games” and that “a very good range of extra 

curricular and enrichment opportunities are offered to 

children”, which all contribute to good quality of the 

curriculum. All this is delivered under good quality 

leadership and management in PE, inspectors said. 

We will be back after the summer holidays with more 

news and updates from Britford Primary School. 

Andy Berry 

Andy Berry from Odstock is marrying a lovely girl, 

Kate Jones from Wales, in Chepstow on Sunday 

August 19th.   

Charlton All Saints BBQ 
Those of us who braved the elements and came to the 

BBQ had great fun, despite the rain. We were all 

thoroughly cosy in the tent and/or barn. Absentees 

missed a treat.  Perhaps it should rain each year! 

Prizes were awarded for different categories of 

sunflower growing - the tallest, the shortest and the 

wiggliest. 

Wanted for Charlton All Saints Church 
The Churchwardens 

Has anyone got a vacuum cleaner in good condition, 

capable of dealing with our church hall carpet, that 

they would remotely consider giving to us?  Ours is 

on its last legs and is not "fit for purpose", as the 

politicians say.  Please ring 01725-511743 if you 

generously think you could help.  Thank you.   

Dog Owners 

I know that nearly all local owners are very good at 

tidying up after their dogs but I’ve recently had a call 

from an Odstock resident who had just returned from 

a walk marred by someone’s failure to do so. Ed.  

Peter Tucker Memorial Seat 

The Tucker Family – Sybil, Trisstan & Nicola – 

would like to say thank you to the Pumpkin Growers 

and everyone who contributed to the Memorial Seat 

for Peter which is now situated in Nunton Field. 

The Radnor Hall 
Harry Joynt 

Some points of interest for the year ended 31st March 

2007; 

• The hall was used on average some five times a 

week, including show rehearsals and with very 

little use in August 

• Total income was £9,931, including fund-raising 

of £5,527 from car boot sale, November show and 

local donations 

• As a result of this fund-raising there was an overall 

surplus of £1,914, and our financial year end 

balance stood at £5,794 

Some further news; 

• The project to build extra storerooms and disabled 

facilities as an extension to the west end of the hall 

is being pursued 

• With utilities and other costs increasing and our 

aim of covering the operating expenses with hire 

income, there will be a modest increase in hire 

charges as from 1st September.  The last increase 

was in July 2005 

• There will be a jazz evening of Friday, 28th 

September (see separate notice) and we hope to 

put on a November show under able new 

management. 

 
at the Radnor Hall 

Friday, 28th September at 7.30pm 

      

 
Tickets £6 or concessions from 

 Bodenham Post Office available from 1st September 

Inquiries - Harry Joynt 01722 329782 

CHALKE VALLEY NEWS! 

Only a few more days to wait 

Before the great Chalke Valley Fête. 

You know you really ought to go, 

Because with Broadchalke Flower Show 

It comes along just once a year 

To fill us up with summer cheer. 

So come along and have some fun, 

There’s something there for everyone! 

SATURDAY, 4TH AUGUST AT 2PM 
THE CHALKE VALLEY SPORTS CENTRE  

BROADCHALKE 
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Neighbourhood Policing 
Local crime update 

We are pleased to report that there has generally been 

very little reported crime in the ‘News and Notes’ 

area over the last month. However, there has been 

one serious offence with which we need your 

assistance. 

Between 1-10pm and 1-30pm on Tuesday 26th June 

an elderly black lady was robbed of her handbag 

whilst walking between Odstock and Salisbury 

District Hospital.  

The lady is partially sighted and was carrying a stick. 

Two people (believed male) on a motorcycle 

travelling from Salisbury snatched the handbag from 

her shoulder causing her to fall to the ground. The 

offenders rode of in the direction of Odstock village. 

A ‘Russell & Bromley’ handbag is still outstanding. 

Salisbury CID are seeking information from anyone 

who may have witnessed the incident or has 

information about it. The officer dealing with the 

incident is Dc Kate STALLARD who can be 

contacted via our switchboard details below. 

Neighbourhood Watch 

As part of the introduction of our Neighbourhood 

Policing Team, we will shortly be reviewing and 

updating our NHW records with a view to improving 

the quality and frequency of the information 

circulated to co-ordinators. 

Our area currently has a number of active NHW 

schemes but there are still areas which are not 

covered.  

If you are interested in setting up a new NHW 

scheme (or regenerating an old one!) please get in 

touch with us and we can explain the simple start up 

procedure. 

How to contact your local police 

Please continue to report crimes, incidents and 

information promptly via our Police switchboard 

number 0845 408 7000. In an emergency dial 999.  

You can contact the team directly by phoning 0845 

408 7000 and entering our extension no. - 742 820. If 

there is no reply on this extension it doesn’t mean no-

one is on duty – we prioritise visible patrol whenever 

possible. Our switchboard can tell you if a NPT 

member is on duty and can take a message for us to 

contact you. 

You can also email us with non-urgent enquiries via  

matt.holland@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

jeremy.horner@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

Pc 1157 Matt Holland 

Community Beat manager 

Pc 1460 Jem Horner 

Community Beat Officer 

Downton Neighbourhood Policing Team 

Chalke Valley Flower Club 

Over the weekend of 22/24 June, the Flower Club 

staged a Flower Festival in the Church and in the 

Chapel, in conjunction with the Broad Chalke Open 

Gardens event and the Art Show in the Chapel.  The 

theme of the Festival was ‘An English Country 

Garden’ and the individual areas which would often 

be found within traditional gardens. 

Many hours of planning had gone into organising the 

festival, and participating members worked 

extremely hard over the three days preceding the 

weekend. 

A Preview in the Church was held on the Friday 

evening, to raise money to finance the purchase of 

the flowers and other auxiliary costs.  Around 125 

people attended and about £600 was raised, which 

covered the cost of flowers with a small deficit to be 

paid from the Club. 

Donations received in the Church over the weekend 

were £190, and this sum has been passed to the 

Village Open Gardens organisers to be shared 

between the village Primary School and the CARE 

charity.  

Cynthia Shepherd (Treasurer) 

On 22nd August, Maggie Sales will be our 

demonstrator in Broad Chalke Village hall at 7.30pm.  

Come along and enjoy … “An Evening with Maggie 

Sales!” 

On 26th September, we welcome Angela Turner, a 

National Demonstrator and Flower designer, whose 

demonstration will be “Flowers for Life”.  This again 

is in Broad Chalke, at 7.30pm. 

Guests are most welcome at our Meetings. 

Ann Thompson (Publicity) 

Teddy 

If you lost, or know anyone who lost, a teddy bear on 

Nunton Field on Fête day, please ring me on 01722 

325862. Ed. 

COOMBE BISSETT PRIMARY  

 

 
AUCTION OF 

PROMISES & ITEMS 

SATURDAY, 10TH NOVEMBER 2007 

COOMBE BISSETT VILLAGE HALL 

Viewing from 5.30pm, bar opens 6.30pm, 

 auction commences 7.30pm 

For more details, or if you are able 

to donate an item or promise, 

please telephone Abigail Bird on 01722 718645, or 

email BlandfordRdBirds@aol.com 

mailto:matt.holland@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:jeremy.horner@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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THE CHALKE VALLEY 
 ART & PHOTOGRAPHY SHOW 

 SUNDAY AUGUST 5th  2007 
 at THE HATCH FIELD, BROAD CHALKE 

 There will be lunch and music as well as the art 

work, and tickets costing £6 per adult & £3 per child  

can be obtained by emailing  lallahitchings@aol.com 

or calling 01722 780238. 

IRONING 
All your ironing done for you! 

£9 an hour including free 
pick up and drop off service door to door. 

All ironing delivered within 24 hours. 
Call Hayley on: 
01722 323860 

Exercise to Music 
 with Jane 

Thursday Evenings, 8.00 to 9.00pm 

The Radnor Hall, Bodenham 

All abilities welcome 

High and low impact options 

£3.50 a session 

Call Jane on 07909 975042 

 

The Complete Care Agency 

Caring in the community. 

Do you need help with the everyday things in life, and 

wish to remain in your own home? 

Are you caring for someone, and in need of a break? 
Maybe we can help! 

For further information please contact Kim on: 

Telephone: 01373 824700 mobile: 07918058529 

 
 

Registered with CSCI 
The Complete Care Agency is an employment agency, 

introducing 24 hour Live in carers. All carers are police checked 

and have undergone an in depth interview, references available. 

 

                   Hillyer White Garden & 
                 Landscape Design 

Complete design service based in 

Odstock for beautiful gardens 

Call Joy Hillyer for a free initial visit 

Tel: 01722 329610  joyhillyer@btinternet.com 

 

The Barn 
Dental & Cosmetic Clinic 

The Avenue, Odstock, Salisbury SP5 4AJ 
01722 414285 

 

Long term oral health 
Smile makeovers 

Tooth coloured restorations 
Missing teeth replaced 

Tooth whitening 
Lumineers 

Care for all the family 
Free check-ups for children 

 
 
 
 

 

Handy Man 
friendly, reliable service 

All jobs considered including: 

flat pack assembly, rubbish clearance, 
 gutters cleaned and repaired, 

 small plumbing repairs, 
 fencing and gardening, painting etc 

Call Andy on 07704 578293 

mailto:lallahitchings@aol.com
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Fully insured, no call-out fee, no job too small 
  

  

HH&EE  

 Building & Maintenance 
Mob. No. 07780 780856 

Home No. 01722 332440 

Evergreen, Shepherds Close 

Odstock, Salisbury, SP5 4JF 

• Brickwork 

• Patios 

• Driveways 

• Drainage 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Renovation 

• Roofing 

• Bathrooms 

• Fencing 

• Free Estimates 

Introduction to 
Contemporary Spirituality 

A NEW 10-week course 
starting in Salisbury in September  

Open to everyone interested and curious 
about the spiritual aspect of life, this course 

seeks to answer the following questions 
through understanding both personal 

experience and the teachings of traditional 
faiths: 

- What is meant by spirituality? 
- How is it different from religion? 

- How does it affect you? 
Teaching and learning methods will include 

talks, discussion, individual and group 
exercises, all delivered by a skilled facilitator 

in a safe and comfortable setting with a 
maximum of 4 people. 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Maryline Leese  

on 07757 656208 or 

marylineleese@googlemail.com

 

Regular Events 

WI Second Monday of the month, 10.00am, Radnor Hall, Bodenham 

Whist Drive Every Thursday, 7.30pm, Barker Room, Nunton 

Singing Group Every Tuesday (ex. Aug.), 7.30pm, Barker Room, contact Adrian Taylor on 01722 325862 

Tiny Tots Wednesdays (ex. Aug.) 9.45 – 11.45am, Radnor Hall, Bodenham, contact Suzie Orchiton on 01722 502026 

Mobile Library 

Alt. Thursdays (9th & 23rd August): Recycling area, Britford 9.30 – 9.40am, alt. Fridays (3rd & 17th August): 

Phone Box, Charlton 10.15 – 10.30am. and the Orchard, Nunton monthly at 11.55 – 12.25pm (8th August) 

Open Circle 

Folk Dancing 
2nd, 4th and 5th Mondays each month, 7.30pm, Radnor Hall, contact Clare Chitty on 01722 330871 

Young People 
Every other Sunday, Chalke Valley Young People’s Group, Coombe Bissett Chapel, 4 – 5.30pm 

(contact Adrian Taylor, 01722 325862). 

Future Dates 

4th August  Chalke Valley Fête (see page 3) 

5th August Chalke Valley Art and Photography (see page 5) 

28th September Jazz at the Radnor Hall (see page 3) 

New and Notes Editor: 
Adrian Taylor 

Florida, Nunton, Salisbury   SP5 4HZ 
01722 325862 – editor@newsandnotes.co.uk 

New and Notes Treasurer: 
Neil Guttridge 

Court-Hay, Charlton All Saints, Salisbury   SP5 4HQ 
01725 511468 

 


