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Welcome to your April edition of News and Notes

lorious Spring has arrived, flood waters are receding at last and there is no better

time to be out and about in our fabulous countryside! As our thoughts turn to
Easter and themes of rebirth, fertility and the cyclical nature of life, not forgetting its
central importance in the Christian year, optimism is absolutely the buzz word. Here
we are again: gardens are growing, sun hats are appearing and life looks good in our
patch. Whether you're out walking, running, cycling, driving or just enjoying a view from
your home, the splendour of a rural English spring takes some beating!

And how does the patch look where you are? At Odstock the Whitsbury Wanderer has
noticed some interesting artefacts along the roadside, some of which, as it happens,
are not entirely removed from the concept of rebirth. Our thanks to him for another
lovely reflective article in this month’s edition. Sadly these days you cannot fail to
notice the scourge of litter strewn along the verges and hedgerows. Not to mention the
awful antisocial behaviour of fly tippers. Did you know you can report litter louts and
flytipping via the MyWilts reporting app? And the Parish Council funds provision and
emptying of a few litter bins locally from its ‘precept’ money received from you via your
council tax? If only we could encourage everyone to use them! Wiltshire Council also
promote safe litter-picking events on their website. Anyone fancy organising one here?

And although not quite synonymous with the cyclical nature of life but perhaps not a
million miles away, have you ever wondered what happens to your old blister packs
when they go for recycling? Read the interesting report from Anthony Warley following
his trip to the Northeast to visit the recycling centre where the MyGroup company’s
plastic recycling takes place. Please keep up the great work bringing your old blister
packs for recycling because as you will see, it unquestionably makes a difference.

Looking after our environment is part of leading a good life, and we have a short
contribution this month from a local reader interested in philosophy who writes about
Socrates, a thinker from ancient times forced to perish by his own hand for questioning
social norms. He sought to get everyone to think freely about how to lead a good life.

The photo competition needs your support! Please send us your favourite local
pictures to have a chance of winning the top spot and becoming a published
photographer with your picture printed in N&N. All entries will appear in the e-version.

We wish everyone a very Happy Easter. And however you like to enjoy our incredible
environment, be sure to relish this most marvellous time of year in our villages.

Potholes

Please report potholes to Wiltshire council because they are dangerous. Use the
MyWilts link on the Council portal as this is quickest. The Council are trying to
prioritise pothole repairs but they won’t know about them unless we tell them.

Potholes that are at least40 mm deep (about the height of two £1 coins stacked) and
300 mm wide (roughly the length of a ruler) will be repaired, and prioritised according
to how dangerous they are and where they are, ie how busy the road is, whether it is

near a hospital or school etc. You will need the postcode and ideally a photo.

Plus you can also report litter-dropping and dog-fouling on this portal.

If there's an emergency regarding bad potholes call 0300 456 0105 (Monday to Friday,
9am-5pm). Outside these hours & on bank holidays call 0300 456 0100
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Just Hatched

Caroline (née Taylor) and Christopher Ellyatt
are delighted to announce the arrival of

Catherine Alice Cicely, born on 23 January 2026

\ Arty Easter
Women's Pilates .
Over 60 10am on Good Friday
Radnor Hall
Badenhinm at the Barker Room, Nunton
Thursday 1pm Lego, paints, nature and, of course, hot cross buns

26
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for children of all ages.
Come along and bring your friends

Ne for an hour or so of fun and S
creativity, looking for and finding A
‘_\ signs of Easter all around us! co©o°
For info: \«! Contact Rev Maggie Metcalfe (07989
hmngpuazes@gmau.corﬁ}*, 895149) for more information.
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@ nriched by -,

time of

| nventive crafting and
Vowieoi conversations

-

V n the Barker Room, Nunton' /.,

tknrd Thursday of the month
@at cake & drink tea ‘_{,

all very welcome. L

DROP IN! Third Thursday of the month 2pm - 4pm

THE BARKER ROOM . ST ANDREWS CHURCH - NUNTON

Navigating Dementia

Small changes can make meaningful differences.

A welcoming afternoon for health and

community services professionals and

people with dementia and their carers
to connect, share and learn.

Tuesday 19 May
12.30-4.30pm
Salisbury Methodist Church

St. Edmund’s Church Street
Entrance FREE
pre-booking
required

07484 157768
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175% Birthday Communion
All Saints” Church on 26 April

175™ BIRTHDAY (POMMUNION

1851 - 2026
Sunday 26 April at 10 am

ALL BAINTS' (PHURCH, (PHARLTON
led by

BISHOP ANDREW

followed by
BIRTHDAY (AKE

at 11 am

You are most welcome to join us for
the service or come just for the cake!
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Foil Blister Pack Collection News

n February, Piers Nicholson and | visited the MyGroup site in Hull and saw first-hand

the process by which blister packs are recycled. After initial shredding and washing,
the aluminium foil is separated from the plastic using an electrostatic process. The
aluminium dust produced can be smelted back down and is sold back to
manufacturers needing aluminium in their products. The remaining plastic is then
processed into boards which are approximately 8ft by 4ft. These boards can be both
cut like timber and moulded and have a wide variety of applications. The boards retail
at between £20 and £50 depending on the size of an order and MyGroup are able to
sell all the boards they produce.
However, the cost of producing these boards is not quite met by the revenue they
generate, hence the need to charge a fee. MyGroup do this by charging for a large box
(holding about 5000 blister packs), which also includes the cost of the courier. They
have recently reduced the price for us from £1 per 50 packs to £1 per 100.
Their biggest supplier of blister packs is Boots who send them over 100,000 per week,
so our effort of about 100,000 since we began a year ago is small fry by comparison!
But nevertheless, each collection day that we’ve organised yields between 5,000 &
10,000 blister packs, so we are minded to continue.

NB: our 16 April collection date has sadly been cancelled

Upcoming Collection Dates - Tuesday 5 May and Tuesday 7 July
Britford Noticeboard (Church) 9:30-9:45am  Charlton-All-Saints Church collection box emptied at 10:15am
Bodenham Old Post Office 9:50-10am Odstock church car park 10:30-11:15am
Anthony Warley

Private Lives & Local Winter Hedges

Winter is the best time of the year to delve into the unknown life of Whitsbury Road
at the time when the verges and hedges have died back and the leaves blown
away to reveal evidence of some curious and puzzling activities.

Of course, there is always a small smattering of recently discarded crisp and snack
packets along with coffee and shake cartons mysteriously often unfinished, perhaps
suggesting that to Go Large is not always necessary? And old bottles and cans of now
defunct brands are unearthed having been repurposed by various insects as safe
homes. But more intriguingly there are the strange clusters of regular discards, usually
adjacent to vehicle pull ins. A double figure haul of empty gas lighter canisters used
over a period of several months judging from the state of rusting. Separately, but
deeper because of their weight, a good close cluster of at least twenty empty half
bottles of vodka. Again, clearly accumulated over several months. Do we assume
these are separate groups? And if they are, have they ever met? Then there is the
haul of wine bottles, always dry white, but these are fewer and scattered randomly.

And today, a wet Sunday morning, just two items found about twenty metres apart. A
used pregnancy test of an indeterminate result due to the impact of the heavy rain.
Along with an empty bottle of strong real ale. Were they linked? A celebration or a
commiseration? We will never know ... although others will.

The unseen and mysterious life of the lane lives on, but with Spring arriving now, its
secrets will once again be held close and unseen ... until next winter.
The Whitsbury Wanderer
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WOOD-FALLS TREE CARE

PROFESSIONALS IN ARBORICULTURE

All aspects of tree and hedge work undertaken

15 years experience

07894 849 583

> < jamievwhite@gmail.com ><

i AP Guilds
ully insured -
NPTC qualified 'MPTC

City&g

DESIGN

GARDENS OF DISTINCTION

Passion for creating beautiful outdoor spaces

Landscape & Garden Design
Landscape & Garden Consultation
Project Management

Construction Tendering

Planting Plans

Garden Makeovers

Maintenance Schedules
Horticultural Advice and Tuition

www.davidlonggardendesign.co.uk
07747 750842 01725 514622

studio@davidlonggardens.co.uk

@ Censultant member of

wonrmeo. 1N Gardeners Guild
wCuIon

G David Long Garden Design
@ david_long_gardens

Friendly
IT Services

Problems with your computer?

Need something set up on your
computer, tablet or phone?

+ Need help with your smart equipment
such as TV's and speakers?

* Or just want to learn how to
use them?

Friendly and convenient home visits
by a female IT professional.

Email: pippa@itangelsalisbury.com
Website: www.itangeisalisbury.com

07855 115041

Britford Farm Shop

Coffee, Cakes & Lunches
Gateaux made to order
Luxury Belgian chocolates

Mon - Fri 10.30am - 2.30pm
Last orders for lunch at 2pm
Booking is advisable
but not essential
Robert Lewis and the team look
forward to hosting you
01722 413 400
www.britfordfarmshop.co.uk
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Downton Bowling Club

Bowls isn’t just a sport for older generations — it's a game for everyone! Whether
you’re young or old, bowls offers a great way to stay active, meet new people, and
have lots of fun.

Our superb, full-size green reopens for the season on Sunday 19 April with a
Members’ Charity Fun Day. We welcome players of all abilities, whether you’re
interested in competitive league play or simply enjoying social bowls.

We are actively seeking new members, so, whether you’re an experienced bowler or a
complete beginner keen to give it a try, why not come along to one of our regular
roll-up sessions? These take place every Monday afternoon from 20 April at 2 - 4pm
and every Friday evening from 24 April at 6 - 8pm (excluding bank holidays).

We will also be hosting free fun taster sessions on Sundays 10, 17, 24 and 31 May
from 2 - 4pm. All equipment, tuition, and light refreshments will be provided at no cost.
For more info: please contact lvan on 07910 290735, email buib7@icloud.com or
visit our website: www.downtonbc.co.uk

Downton Bowling Club

We welcome new members, so why not join
us on one of our Open Days (Sundays 10",
17, 24* and 31* May) or for a roll up at

2pm every Monday or 6pm every Friday
throughout the season* from 20*" April?

All equipment & tuition is provided free of charge.

More details on our web site and Facebook page.

LAWN BOWLS

Downton Bowling Club o
Wick Lane, Downton, SP5 3NF
2 2 /
Contact: lvan Buss - 07910 290735 ﬁ“e 6& P77 ; 2?/.
email: buib7@icloud.com
web: downtonbc.co.uk r . |

or: tacebook.com/downtonbc/ E E

A warm welcome awaits you. s

* excluding Bank Holidays | & |
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Odstock, Nunton and Bodenham W.I.

Many members attended our February meeting. We were informed that the raffle at
our January lunch very successfully raised £105 and this has been donated to The
Salisbury Women’s Refuge.

The topic of our talk was The Climate Change, given by Dr Simon Boxall, Senior
Lecturer at Southampton University, who specialises in the physics of the deep ocean.

This also requires expert knowledge of chemistry and
biology. Sampling the water is a crucial part of his work
and by using ArgoFloats and remote sensors he

. measures ocean temperatures, CO2 levels and methane
levels. At times, he has to hang over the side of the small
ship to get the samples he wants and often has to avoid
falling off!

He showed us his data in graphs which prove that global
warming has accelerated in recent years, affecting sea life and increasing the
frequency of extreme weather events. Dr Boxall also works on television, filming to
help raise cultural awareness about the problem of climate change. Musicians, artists
and authors are all involved and take part in his expeditions to the Arctic, where he told
us they’ve had to be careful to avoid polar bears!

To make the necessary changes in our dependence on fossil fuels, governments can
use initiatives that work with the demands of consumers and/or pressurize energy
providers to find more efficient and less damaging ways of producing energy.

Our meeting on 9 March was also well attended. The AGM will be in May and all the
previous committee are prepared to stand again. Anyone else who would like to join
the committee is welcome to make themselves known. The WFWI AGM will be hosted
at Salisbury City Hall on 14 October.

The dates and locations for the two book groups, the Lunch Group and the walking
group were all confirmed, and the Art Group on the 5 Monday in March. Thanks were
given to Gaye Baughan for her beautiful spring flower arrangement, and to everyone
who brought items for the Accessories sale, towards our running costs. Please collect
used stamps to be given to the Many Tears Animal Rescue Charity.

The last printed edition of the WI magazine will be in May. Advertising will no longer
support it and the Trustees have decided to produce and manage the magazine
themselves and distribute it via the internet or email.

We welcomed our speaker Alan Jones, who gave a very entertaining talk, with props,
about the brain. He told us about the development of the brain from conception,
emphasising the complexity of the electrochemical and chemical neurotransmitter
connections, speed at which all reactions occur, and the uniqueness of each person’s
brain. He illustrated some of the brain’s capacity to repair and reconnect itself with
examples of patients who had good quality of life after brain surgery to treat severe

epilepsy.

Next meeting: Monday 13 April when Alison Noble will speak on Colours in Your Life
Apologies from the editorial team for omitting the February WI report from last month’s paper edition.
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Chalke Chalke Valley Link Scheme

: If you live between Bishopstone & Britford/Bodenham please
Valley Link phone: 07795 620812: (Geoff Stephens, Jenny Monds or

Scheme Debby Underhill will answer on rotation). The co-ordinator
_ answering your call will take your details and contact a
Good neighbour lunt h hel If i db
siinont with volunteer who can help you. If your call is answered by a
transport and other recorded message, please leave your contact details and a
practical heip co-ordinator will respond as soon as possible. There is no set

charge, but you are invited to make a donation towards our
running costs.

All our co-ordinators and drivers are volunteers so please give

For residents in our us much notice as possible to find an available driver.
area who are elderly

ot incapacitiiad and If you would like to become a volunteer driver, please contact
are unable to use the above number.
public transport Registered as a Charity no. 1076335

Wiltshire Council Parenting Courses

Wiltshire Council are running more courses to help parents and carers of teens in April.
Advance booking needed. See the online edition of N&N for more infomation.

Supporting My Teen with Study and Revision Tuesday 14 April 10am — 12pm

Helps parents communicate positively with their teenager to facilitate effective revision
plans & a healthy study life balance. (Suitable for parents /carers of children 12+ yrs)

Supporting My Teen with Anxiety Thursday 16 April 10am — 12pm

Helps to understand the particular challenges faced by teenagers and promote their
confidence and wellbeing. (Suitable for parents and carers of children 12+ years old)
Supporting My Teen with Transitions to Adulthood

Five online sessions: 21 April, 5, 12 and 19 May, 2 June, Tuesdays 10am — 12pm

Guidance for parents and carers around the range of post-16 options available to
young people & supporting their teenagers’ growing independence. (Suitable for
parents and carers of children 14+ years old)

To book, contact 01225 770 478 or familyandcommunitylearning@wiltshire.gov.uk or
complete an application form online here: Enrolment - Work Wiltshire. New learners’
applications are followed up with a phone call to confirm bookings.

Kevin Knight
E Window cleaning

w Gutte'r, fascia and soffit CIOCk & WatCh
R o Repairs

WINDOW &EXTERIOR

CLEANING Solar panels Cleaning Fr.. estlmms mven
and much more.. . Over 30 years ‘expeﬁence
Tel 01722 331969 |\ Mob 07900 928451
Robert Brown 07889 457427 Email: kevindavidknight@gmail.com
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Focus on Food- Letter from West Wales

olitics crept down into Lower Town last week as the by election loomed and | learnt

| live in the Fishguard Northeast Electoral Ward. Fishguard is a tiny place, I'm
surprised it's even divided up. The victor, Billy Shaw, Plaid Cymru walked in with 253
votes, his nearest rival, Caleb Churchill, Welsh Liberal democrats, came in with a
respectable 135. The door knocker earned its keep as each candidate dropped by for
a chat, trying to measure the fears and trepidations of the residents of the quayside,
with penetrating questions about what would make life better for us. What scratch or
sore could they patch over for us? How could their political endeavours enrich our
dreams and ambitions?

To be honest, none of the above was my answer and really the penetrating chat was
more an extended gossip about the increase in French cruise liners weighing anchor
off the coast to taxi their human cargo into the town for a bit of light shopping.
Fishguard has just been voted one of the top ten places to live in the UK and word had
clearly got out.

Then there’s the urgent question and concern about pedestrians and vehicles having
to share the only bridge across the Gwaun. | walk across it twice a day, | don’t have
any issues. There were issues before it was built as carriages from London to
Cardigan had to cross the middle of the harbour at low tide to continue their journey
hither and thither. If they got the timing wrong, it was a five to ten hour wait before the
tide was right again. Now that was an issue the local councillors could get their teeth
into, a bit like the tunnel going past Stonehenge today. Some sources say it took 1500
years to build Stonehenge; many locals are convinced it will take considerably longer
to come up with a bypass.

But away from the cut and thrust of local politics, I've signed up to
ss s my local, Arwen Organics, veg box scheme, | felt the need to keep
—— in touch with what's actually growing in the fields around us and
not have to rely on the Co-Op’s offering of year-round sugar snap
peas from Kenya, asparagus from Mexico, tomatoes from Morocco and samphire from
Israel. And what joy, here’s an extract from the letter that came out with last week’s
box:

‘In case you missed them last week we’ve got braising / stir fry greens on again. These
are a mix we make of tender leaves and shoots that come in spring as the over
wintered crops start to put out flower shoots and the increasing light levels brings on
new leaf growth too. It changes every week but brings a fresh, ever-changing mix
somewhat like the salad mix but designed to be lightly cooked. We love this mix at this
time of year, it’s a real celebration of the sweet, tender hope of spring and something
so local, seasonal and variable that you would never find it in any supermarket or
conventional supply chain. We’ve also got baby spring greens as well - these are the
new leaves of cabbage plants that we harvested in autumn, sending up fresh growth.
They are similar to kale or spring greens and packed with flavour and nutrition.’

Not only do we eat well, but we continue to be educated, & the baby spring greens are
absolutely delicious just wilted and tossed through a simple stir-fried rice with heaps of
vegetables and a suggestion of pork tenderloin for added flavour, with honey, soy,
toasted sesame oil, and crispy chilli oil to help it on its way.

Martin Simcock The Constant Cook
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M 2
PLUMBING

* 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

* FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

* FULLY INSURED

* HEATING & HOT WATER PROBLEMS
* BATHROOM & SHOWER REFURBS

* ALL MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

* BLOCKED DRAINS

* TOILETS & TAPS

* LEAKS

DAVID MILLER
LUKE MILLER

M2PLUMBERS@OUTLOOK.COM
07818 046222

Units 22 - 24, Batten Road Industrial Estate,
Downton, Salisbury,
Wiltshire, SP5 3HU

BREWERY FRESH

Variety of real ales
Available on site and via our website

6% OFF ALL
COLLECTION ORDERS

Quote 'NEWS & NOTES' Upon purchase

www.hopback.co.uk

Contact Us
Email: info@hopback.co.uk
Tel: 01725 510986

Coombe Bissett Stores
and Post Office

Homington Road
Coombe Bissett SP5 4LR

shop@coombebissettstores.co.uk

01722 718852

facebook.com/CoombeBissettStoresNew

Open Monday to Friday 7:00am to 6:00pm
Saturday 7:00am to 1:00pm
closed Sunday and Bank Holidays
When the shop is open, so is the Post Office

HILLSIDE Self Catering
accommodation
in Odstock Village

Luxury log cabin sleeps up to five
Plus Twin, Double and Single
self-contained rooms
All rooms and the log cabin open out
onto delightful gardens and each has a
small kitchen with a fridge, oven
and microwave.

Free parking
Minimum of a two-night stay
Please phone Carol or Jeff
for bookings
On 01722 329746 or book online at
Hillsidebandb.co.uk

The Yew Tree Inn is nearby for great
evening meals

Issue 589 — April 2026
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Memoirs of a Gas Engineer and Plumber

| started out as an apprentice working down in Bournemouth
more years ago than | care to remember. Sadly, still working
the same industry as fame and fortune never came my way! In
the early days | mainly fitted baxi bermuda back boilers and I'm
also guilty of installing avocado bathroom suites! It's
remarkable the changes that have happened over the years
and it's great to embrace the new. The most common boilers
that | install now are gas combi boilers with state-of-the-art
control systems. All of which | happen to be an expert on.

| carry out a range of jobs from plumbing, gas and oil heating,
cookers, bathrooms, ensuites, revamps etc. The winter tends
to be dominated by heating related items from repairs to
heating systems to new boiler installations. In the summer
months there is high demand for new bathrooms, fixing those niggling leaks and
installing new outside taps!

You will see my advert in the magazine each month. Please call me for a free no
obligation quote for any plumbing or heating needs.

Many thanks
Harvey 07767887788

uard I—Io\ror. Pembrokeshire

T
SR
AT

e

any time of the year is great to visit. Rain or shine, it's a spectacular spot.
Here's a link to the website where you can read all about it
k’c’c!os://qvuagstreetcot’cages.com/cot’cages/no—37—qvua3—s’cree’c
or give Bee a call on 07974 199469 if you would like further details.
A number of people from the five villages have already visited,
we would love to see you down here.
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Radnor Hall - Your Local Venue

So we all know about the Annual Pantomime held at the Radnor Hall but what else
goes on in our local village hall. Have a look at the regular events below and maybe
join in the fun with these activities just on your doorstep!

Monday Weekly

Gentle Hatha Yoga with Sarah- 6pm
yogafortyplus@gmail.com

Line dancing with Julie -7.30pm
jules.young43@gmail.com

Every second and fifth Monday

Odstock and Nunton Bodenham WI 10 am

Tuesday

Kate Edgar Coffee Choir-10am
Keedgar@aol.com

Every third Tuesday evening

Salisbury Poultry club meeting
secretary@salisburypoultryclub.com

Zumba with Hannah from 7pm

Wednesdays hannahrb@outlook.com
1pm Ladies Pilates
2.30pm Men’s Pilates

Thursdays hkingpilates@gmail.com

7pm Ballroom dance classes
info@pennylanedance.co.uk

Every third Thursday morning

Ekenba flower arranging classes with Miyuki
MiyukiGriffin@outlook.com

Or book the hall for your family events and save all the hassle of getting your home
ready to entertain. Weekend hire available for Parties and Weddings, affordable hire

rates, regular user hirer discount.

Contact Anna Wilson: radnorhallbookings@amail.com or Tel: 01722 329760

News from the Pews

Britford

On Saturday 4 April at 2pm we will be decorating the church for Easter Day and

anyone who would like to come and try their hand at making an Easter Garden is

invited to come to the church. Our Easter Sunday service will be at 9.30am on 5
”~ ' April, and of course there will be an Easter Egg hunt

after one or both of these events.

A talk on ‘Britford — the village and its church’
M Please do sign up for what promises to be a fascinating
23 evening on 21 May at 7pm where we will hear from two
L | eminent local historians about the past lives of

e landscape and buildings so familiar to us today. Tickets
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£12.50 to include a glass of wine. Contact Shelagh Lamb, Maggie Metcalfe or Britford
Farm Shop or www.newsandnotes.net

St Peter’s is one of the oldest and most prestigious churches in the country and is
entirely dependent on local support to remain open today and for the next generation.
Do please join in these and other events and contribute to this priceless and unique
jewel within our very own community.

Rev. Maggie Metcalfe

Odstock and Nunton

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter. The six weeks of Lent are nearly over and we
can look forward to enjoying those treats we have forgone (including the beautiful floral
decorations in Church). St Mary’s will celebrate a joyful Easter Communion service on
5 April at 9.30am preceded by a reflective service, At the Foot of the Cross at 2pm
on Good Friday in St Andrew’s.

As always, we look forward to welcoming you to our services. Please do refer to the
service times this month as there are some changes from the routine. We are trialling
a new time of 11am for the Family Communion at Nunton and we also would
encourage our parishioners to join with our friends in Charlton All Saints on 26 April to
celebrate their 175" Anniversary.

Our Annual meeting (APCM) will be held on Tuesday 28 April at 7pm in the Barker
Room.

On Good Friday, Revd Maggie will hold a creative Easter workshop at 10am in the
Barker Room- please contact her for further information.

CreativiTea continues on the third Thursday of the month (16 April) between 2pm and
4pm in the Barker Room, St Andrew’s church, Nunton.

All are welcome with or without a craft to enjoy tea, cake and conversation.
Mary Boydcamps, Stephanie Elcock Churchwardens

Charlton All Saints

Spring has definitely arrived in Charlton, with the countryside alive again to birdsong
and lambs. April is a busy month for us, culminating with a highlight of celebrating the
175" Anniversary of the Consecration of All Saints’ Church.

We start with the Easter Saturday Vigil, 4 April at 7pm, where we bring light from a
brazier into the darkened Church. Then we have our Church Spring Clean on
Saturday 11 April from 10am — please bring your cleaning things and help us to
spruce up the Church and Churchyard. On Friday 17 April at 7.30pm, there is the
annual Quiz Night at the Radnor Hall, with traditional fish & chip supper — tickets from
Jackie Bennett on 07854 606 938.

Our main event is on Sunday 26 April at 10am, when Bishop Andrew will come to
lead a special Birthday Communion at All Saints. This will be followed by birthday
cake and refreshments from 11am. There will be a small exhibition to give a taste of
life in 1851, the year our Church was consecrated. If you’'d like to come wearing a top
hat or a Victorian bonnet, you will not be alone! You are very welcome to join us for the
service, but we would also love to see you just for the birthday cake if you prefer.

Clare Penny
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S22 1 Services in Chalke Valley Benefice: S
April 2026

BCP = Book of Common Prayer (Traditional Language), CW = Common Worship (Contemporary Language)

2 April Commemoration of the Last Bishopstone Ruth H-S
MAUNDY THURSDAY 6.00pm | Supper (CW)
3 April 11.00am |[St John’s Passion Alvediston Lay Led
g 12 noon | Stations of the Cross Berwick St John Alison Waterhouse
12 noon | The Passion Devotions Bishopstone Sally Leaver
GOOD ERIDAY 2.00pm [At the Foot of the Cross Nunton Maggie Metcalfe
4 April 6.00pm [Easter Fire & Communion Homington Alison Waterhouse
EASTER EVE 7.00pm |Easter Eve Service Charlton All Saints Ruth H-S
5 April 6.00am |[Dawn Communion (CW) Lodge Farmhouse Alison Waterhouse
EASTER DAY 8.00am |[Holy Communion (BCP) Fifield Bavant Maggie Metcalfe
9.30am [Parish Communion (CW) Broad Chalke Alison Waterhouse
GO 9.30am [Parish Communion (CW) Bowerchalke Kate Woolven
o 9.30am [Parish Communion (CW) Britford Maggie Metcalfe
Al R 9.30am |Parish Communion (CW) Odstock Ruth H-S
$671 ’lsé\ 11.00am |Parish Communion (CW) Coombe Bissett Ruth H-S
*}g‘.‘u l"f-‘: 11.00am |Parish Communion (CW) Berwick St John Alison Waterhouse
~= 1. 11.00am |Parish Communion (CW) Ebbesbourne Wake |Kate Woolven
11.00am [Family Communion (CW) Bishopstone Maggie Metcalfe
12 April 9.30am [Morning Prayer (BCP) Charlton All Saints Ruth H-S
2" Sunday of Easter [ 11.00am |Family Communion (CW) Nunton Maggie Metcalfe
19 April 9.30am [Parish Communion (CW) Odstock Jenny Taylor
34 Sunday of Easter
26 April 9.30am | 175" Anniversary Celebration |Charlton All Saints Bishop of Ramsbury
4" Sunday of Easter Holy Communion (BCP)
3 May 9.30am [Parish Communion (CW) Britford Jenny Taylor
5" Sunday of Easter | 11.00am |Family Service Odstock Adrian Taylor

Ministry Team: Team Rector: The Revd Dr Ruth Howlett-Shipley: 01722 697022
Team Vicar: The Revd Alison Waterhouse: 07904 034221 / 01722 697404
Associate Priests: The Revd Maggie Metcalfe: 01722 325825
The Revd Kate Woolven: 07754 582395
Team Administrator: Mrs Emily Broomhead: 07890 262376
Assisting Clergy: The Revd Canons: Anthony Hawley 01794 390607, Tony Monds 07808 614597,
Jenny Taylor: 01722 503081
Lay Worship Leaders: Angela Bridges: 01747 828383, Yvonne & Kevin Follett: 01747 828785,
Caroline Lamb: 01722 780789, Sally Leaver: 01722 780447, Don Morgan: 01722 718557,
Adrian Taylor: 01722 325862, Janet Roe: 01725 519242, Biddy Trahair: 01722 780666,
Rhoddy Voremberg: 07785 304142, James Wardroper: 01722 718152

Wellspring
A midweek morning meeting of people who enjoy being part

of an informal Christian community.
It's a place where faith grows, deep friendships are formed, and the ups and downs of
life can be shared. Members come from different denominations and different villages
up and down The Chalke Valley. Most Tuesdays in term time 10 am-12 noon in
Broad Chalke Village Hall SP5 5DN

If you'd like to try us out, just turn up on any of the following dates this Summer term
28 April, 5 May, 12 May, 2 June, 16 June, 30 June, 7July . . . we’'d love to meet you.

Wellspring has the blessing of The Chalke Valley Clergy Team
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o HUNT FOREST

Chamsaws GROUP
& Safety Equipment

Find your local Hunt Forest Group branch ot

Blashford
Salisbury Road, Blashford,

Ringwood, Hampshire,
BH24 3PE
Tel: 01425 472 572

Email us of info@huntforest.com
Visit us online of www. huntforest.com

Hunt Forest Group stock o voriety of brands induding

a JOHN DEERE = YANMAR

Isu2u | CubCar |
STIHL

ﬁB‘oot Randheld B

& Consumables Mowers Garden Tools Find o1 on sectel mothe ot @O QO Fhurmstarengrouy

Friends of Bishopstone Church - in Aid of Bishopstone Church Development

Garden Party

Thursday 28 May from 5700 pm tlll Sunset

Join us under a Flower Moon in the garden of Faulston House, Bishopstone for an
evening of summer delight. Enjoy a wander through the garden with highlights to
include an abridged production of Romeo & Juliet by 440, singing by The Navy Larks
and Catch of the Day and a Foraging demonstration

Bring a picnic or order a hamper of local goodies from Coombe Bissett store

Hamper order sheet available when you book tickets - Orders in by 1°t May
Bar: cash & card

Tickets £15 (Children under 18 with an adult: £5) available from:
Sarah Seal — theseal1@outlook.com or Anne Stutchbury — annewheelwright@gmail.com
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Philosophy Corner: The Unexamined Life

>

oO
Socrates, one of the best-known philosophers of ancient times, is quoted as saying
that the unexamined life is not worth living. What was that all about? It was arguably
rather a poor defence during his trial: sadly he was found guilty and sentenced to
death. He'd been charged with impiety for failing to worship all the gods
acknowledged by the city of Athens, and with corrupting the youth. And if by corruption
you mean encouraging the young to think for themselves and to challenge the received
wisdom of the day, he was guilty on all counts.

These were probably trumped-up charges, brought because Socrates was considered
by the establishment to be a nuisance and a destabilising influence. The irony of
labelling Socrates as a disrupter and removing him from society is that he taught
principles of virtue and goodness. He was a seeker after truth who encouraged
questioning and thinking rather than conforming to social pressures or inherited
convention. He knew his teachings were dangerous; he lived in frightening times but
stuck to his principles right to the end, and died as sentenced, by swallowing hemlock.
What a gruesome business. It seems an extraordinary choice as he could have opted
to survive had he pleaded guilty and accepted an alternative punishment like exile.

We too are living in frightening times. It's not easy to know how to respond to all the
bad news we constantly hear. It's interesting to ask oneself how a thinker like Socrates
would look at our modern world and at especially how we as ‘civilised people’ have
developed in our thinking and behaviour since his day. Hey Socrates, what do you
think about our current lives? How about this version of democracy we’'ve cooked up,
what do you think, any good? Or tell me, what do you think of our leaders? And how
should we deal with all these threats which surround us and just get worse and worse?

We only know of Socrates’ teachings from others, like Plato who was his student, as
he left no texts - but it’s likely he would teach that wisdom and virtue were the qualities
we look for, not just in our leaders but in people from all walks of life. He described
‘four pillars of virtue’ that promote the best chance of human fulfilment and happiness:
justice and fairness; prudence and wisdom; courage; temperance and self-control. He
advised using these to aim for self-improvement over material possessions and
encouraged people constantly to question themselves about how they live; for example
in dialogue with each other, listening to different points of view and acknowledging
one’s own ignorance. He was always saying ‘| know that | know nothing’. Humility and
thinking for oneself were for Socrates the core priorities for a good life.

| hope that perhaps, if we are careful to question ourselves and listen openly to each
other, we humans might continue in our quest for leading more civilised lives, might
decide against pursuing our own greedy goals above all others, and might stop
smashing each other to pieces whenever we get the chance.

| really do know that | don’t know much, but | think | know which I'd prefer.
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JN Upholstery
Bodenham

Josh Nicols has an upholstery workshop

in the Black Barn in Bodenham.
T: 07704 767 813
E: info@salisbury-upholstery.co.uk
W: salisbury-upholstery.co.uk

Please get in touch for more details

Spire View Accounts
For all your Bookkeeping
and Accounts needs

Bookkeeping
VAT Returns
Monthly/Quarterly Management Accounts
MTD and Self Assessments
Sole Trader and Landlords
Cashflow Forecasting
Payroll
Contact us today: Tel: 07514 740863 or
natasha@spireviewaccounts.com

Handy Man
Friendly & reliable service

All jobs considered including:
Hedge & Grass cutting & Plumbing
Rubbish & Garden Clearance & Repairs
Gutters cleaned & repaired & Fencing
Flat pack assembly & Small Removals
Fully Insured, No Call Out Fee,

No job too small
Call Andy on 0770 4578 293
Email: acnservices@outlook.com

Fancy advertising your business in
News & Notes?

And helping fund this community

service at the same time?
This space costs just £5 per issue
(10 issues a year)
Or maybe you just want a one-off advert
Email for details:
editor@newsandnotes.co.uk

LOVE

LANDSCAPING

Dedicated to Excellence
in Landscaping & Fencing
Services
Contact Josh on 01722 510051
Email: info@lovelandscaping.co.uk

Cam’s Cab
Executive Private Hire, Air/Sea Transfers
Long Distance and Local Area
Cameron Purdon
07967 724533

ecamb2@gmail.com

Professional, Reliable & Courteous

You're in Safe Hands

LIAM BOWEN
Painter and Decorator
Free Estimates Competitive
Rates
Mobile 07712 284 618
City and Guilds Qualified

S J GILLINGHAM

Oil Heating Services
Installation - Maintenance - Service
Email: sjeillingham(@btinternet.com

Tel 07831 378803
Oil fired boiler maintenance
OFTEC REG OIL ENGINEERS
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Nesting Birds

It's that time of year again when heavy garden tools have to be kept for tasks other
than hedge trimming and tree felling. In our garden we know when the wood pigeons
and blue tits are nesting in the cypress trees and the rooks in the gum tree. The latter
are not always successful and of the two nests that were started this year, only one
appears to have survived. You have to admire their confidence as they build right at
the top where the branches sway considerably. We spend a considerable amount of
time collecting up the unwanted or dropped twigs from below - usually the only sign
that the nest is there as it can be surprisingly hard to see sometimes. One year the
entire nest fell intact to the ground in early autumn. A 20 cm deep nest of twigs with at
least 3 cm of soft lining materials of moss, dry grass and feathers inside.

Other than that the only evidence we’ve found has been a single deserted dunnock’s
nest on the ground and various blackbird nests hidden in shrubs when we’ve returned
to pruning duties in the winter.

But back in May 2021 an enterprising collared dove made her nest on the metal
support for the stainless-steel chimney for our wood burner. Level with the upstairs
windows, we spotted it a week after our last fire of the season and we suspect she
must have been building it before then.

She looked like she was sitting on a handful of twigs but clearly that was enough for
her purpose because over the course of the spring/summer the couple raised 3
broods: starting with 2, then 1 and finally another 2 chicks. There was no let up
between broods; mum was sitting back on the nest the day after the first brood had
fledged and it did get rather messy towards the end.

Most of the time, you barely noticed they were there. Chicks and mum staying
hunkered down and quiet, with just a beady eye watching as you opened the window
and craned out to see what, if anything, was happening. It certainly got crowded if
both parents were there. The most noise occurred when the parents were encouraging
their chicks to fledge. The standard collared dove call was repeated at speed, non-
stop for 20 minutes or more at a time from a perch about 10 metres away. Not my
favourite way to wake up in the morning.

Luckily the last two chicks fledged in September, the day before we finally needed to
light the fire again.
Nicolette Beardsmore
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Car Boot Sales on Nunton Field
Sunday 12 April — hosted by Rotary Club

Sunday 26 April — hosted by Ebblefest*

* Ebblefest raises money for the Parochial Church
Council (PCC), the Radnor Hall, News & Notes and
The Orchard. As such as we need volunteers to man
the gate, direct car booters and cook up bacon butties
etc. Please call the Ebblefest Team if you can help
info@ebblefest.co.uk T: 07775585449

SHOWED THE WORLD WHAT WAS
POSSIBLE ON EVEREST
15 WOMEN SHOW WHY HER LEGACY
STILL MATTERS, PROVING THAT

: G STRENGTH HAS NO AGE LIMIT, OR
Wednesday 8 April, 6.30 pm ) | BOUNDARY.

Charity Screening at the Lecture Theatre,
Salisbury District Hospital

plus Q&A with Everest summitteer Jo Bradshaw %‘lx_&
" Tickets £8 from: starsappeal. org/events/ T

Pl

rﬂ(u :",'fuw (lasses
BEGINNERS’ A friendly and relaxed class fqr
complete beginners. Learn classic
B ALLROOM ballroom at your own pace.
No partner or experience needed
Book your place or simply turn up and join in!
www.pennylanedance.co.uk

g fane
THURSDAYS - 7PM em/%iw

The Radnor Hall, Bodenham, SP5 4EQ
£750
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Photo Competition — best shots

We have had a little rush of photographs for the quarterly photo competition. Here are
some of the best. Many thanks to all who entered, and please keep them coming. You
never know, one day we might find a prize for you! In the meantime it is just a real big
Thank Youl!

Now that our very smart and snazzy new News & Notes website is up and running, we
think it should be uplifted by photos taken by locals and this is where all of the
following are now appearing.

We know there are plenty of talented photographers out there, and we’d love to feature
your brilliant photos on the website while showcasing our five villages in all their glory.

? The one and only rule for now:

Your photo must have been taken in one of the five N&N villages. So, grab your
camera, get snapping and email the results to editor@newsandnotes.co.uk

€ This is a just-for-fun competition - the prestige (and bragging rights!) of being the
monthly winner is the only reward at present. But if it proves popular, who knows what
glorious prizes might be bestowed in future . . . ) S

Jeremy Metcalfe Jonny Haley
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Shell Martin

Spot the dlfference (1) by Jonny Hartley Spot the difference (2) by Jonny
Hartley
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Britford and its Church — Talk on 21 May
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- Dr Hadrian Cook & Dr John Elliott

Thursday 21 May at 7 pm'
St ﬁ)eter s Church
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Tickets £12.50 to 1nclude a glass of wine

from Britford Farm Shop 10.30 am—2 pm -
Shelagh Lamb 07917 195242
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Bishopstone Village Hall

April 2026

BISHOPSTONE COMMUNITY CAFE

The Village Hall Café opens every other Thursday and is a great place to relax and catch up with others in the
community. Upcoming dates are the 9 and 23 of April and the 7*" and 215t of May. Opening hours are from
10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Refreshments are currently offered free of charge, with donations welcome.

ANNUAL SPRING FAYRE

Our ever-popular Spring Fayre will take place on Saturday 9th May, from 10.00am to 12 noon, with a
tombola, book stall, local crafts and refreshments.

The plant stall will once again be a highlight, and we would be very grateful for any donations of spare plants,
or seedlings of vegetables or flowers. These can be brought to the hall, which will be open to receive them on
Friday 8th, between 2.00pm and 4.00pm. We hope you can join us!

MOVIOLA at Bishopstone

Friday 24" April.

The film for April will be ‘The Choral’. The Choral’ is a warm, emotive comedy drama set in a small Northern
community at the outbreak of the First World War. When a Yorkshire village’s choral society is depleted as
men leave for war, it is forced to recruit unlikely teenagers and the musically gifted but socially controversial Dr
Guthrie. Filled with humour and hope, this latest triumph from Alan Bennett and Nicholas Hytner celebrates the
strength of community in dark times.

Doors open from 7.00pm with the film beginning at 7.30pm. Entry to the film is £7.00. A cash bar with ices and
snacks will be available. If possible, please book in advance with Caroline Ash on (01722) 781044 or Sue
Taylor on 01722 780316.

A trailer for the film can be seen in the Events section of the village website at www.bishopstone-
salisbury.co.uk.

The title of the film for Friday 29*" of May, will be announced in the next edition.

BISHOPSTONE COMMUNITY LUNCHES

The last lunch of the season will be on Wednesday, 15t April, when Tara Slater, Adviser Team Manager of
‘Beyond Dementia’, will talk about the support they provide for people living with dementia. She will be
accompanied by her colleague Veronica Prichard, who is a Dementia Adviser.

Booking is essential. Please telephone Caroline Ash on (01722) 781044 and advise her of any dietary
requirements. The cost is £8.50 for a two-course lunch and a drink. The time will be as usual: 12.00 noon for
a 12.30 pm start.

VILLAGE HALL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

A note for your diaries is the AGM of the Village Hall Committee, which will be held on Monday 18" May,
7.00pm for 7.30pm.

All welcome.

BOOKINGS FOR SOCIAL EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS
Both halls are available for hire. To enquire or make a booking, please contact the bookings secretary,
Margaret Barter (01722) 780471

BISHOPSTONE PLAYGROUP

The playgroup meets on Friday mornings during term time from 9.30 — 11.00 am.

Breastfeeding support is available from qualified breastfeeding counsellor Cally Edwards and trained peer
supporters. Find further information on our Facebook page, Bishopstone Playgroup or contact

Cally callyedwards@me.com or 07968 797 168.

ART GROUP

An Art Group led by Russell Bignold meets every Thursday morning between 9.45am and 11.45am. Drawing,
painting and sculpture (clay) are taught, covering all genres. Cost £20 per session, tea and biscuits provided.
Contact Russell at russellbignold@btinternet. Website www.russellbignoldartist.com.
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No Joke: The Guildhall Comedy Night is back
Get ready for a night full of laughs on Friday 24 April!

The Guildhall’s historic Banqueting Hall provides an intimate setting playing host to
three brilliant comedians — Josh Howie, Iszi Lawrence and Cerys Nelmes — bringing
familiar faces from your TV screens to the stage for an evening packed with razor-
sharp wit and quick-fire punchlines.

Don’t miss out — early bird tickets are available for just £15 while stocks last. General
admission is £17.50 in advance or £20 on the door, subject to availability.

Doors open at 7.15pm, giving you plenty of time to enjoy a drink from the brand-new
bar before the show kicks off at 8pm.

— click here to book now!

Please note, Salisbury City Council takes no responsibility for injuries sustained as a
result of excessive laughter.

Downton Memorial Centre Fundraising Evening

The Trustees have a long list of improvements they wish to make to the Memorial Hall.
These include refurbishing the kitchen, putting solar panels on the roof and loft
insulation to name just three. We will be applying for grants but we also need to raise
money. If you love films, our next event is for you. It will also showcase our new

projector and drop down screen
IN YOUR COMMUNITY A Film Evening on Friday 24 April at
7.30pm (doors open 7pm)

FRIDAY 24th APRIL In conjunction with Film Expo South, an
at 7:30pm organisation promoting and providing
inspiration for independent filmmakers, you

will be able to see 5 short films (45 mins in
BRINGING total) before the interval then one longer film
STORIES (75 minutes), covering a variety of genres —

FI I m TO YOUR LOCAL ISR funny, others sad, poignant or
thought provoking.
COMMUNITY Licensed bar and refreshments.

e s t I "a I For more information, including further
details of the films, see
www.filmexposouth.com (go to ‘festival’) or
‘ . DOWNTON www.downtonmemorialcentre.co.uk

IS el=iV Y- YN M Tickets are £10, available from the Borough
Café (cash only) or, to pay by BACS, by
texting 07760415818 saying how many
tickets you would like.
Not suitable for children.

The Borough, Downton,
Salisbury, SP5 3NB

WAW SILMEXFOSOUTH.COM
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Wiltshire Council Parenting Courses

Family and Community Learning Q{”/

Discover Opportunities - Develop Skills - Achieve Ambitions

Online Course

Supporting My Teen with Anxiety
Thursday 16 April 10am - 12pm

Understand the challenges teens face and how anxiety affects them
Discover strategies to help your teen manage anxiety and boost wellbeing
Know when and where to seek further support

For bookings scan the QR code or contact: 01225 770478
familyandcommunitylearning@wiltshire.gov.uk pE ey
https://workwiltshire.co.uk/family-and-community-learning/ 5

Courses are no cost to learners who meet our eligibility criteria. Learners must
be aged 19+ years, have a Wiltshire postcode, and meet residency requirements.
Learners must also be able to tick one of the following criteria: individual income
less than £25,750 a year; in receipt of benefits (other than child benefit); be a

care leaver, foster carer or carer; be a military family or ex-armed forces
personnel; have refugee or asylum seeker status; have a learning difficulty or
disability; be looking to work, now or in the future.

FRWC
QLSted Wiltshire Council

Provicler
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Family and Community Learning

Discover Opportunities - Develop Skills - Achieve Ambitions

Online Course
Supporting My Teen with Study

and Revision
Tuesday 14 April 10am - 12pm

» Techniques for effective study and revision
e Support your teen with planning and time management
» How to promote a healthy study life balance

Hald Tabid

For bookings scan the QR code or contact: 01225 770478
familyandcommunitylearning@wiltshire.gov.uk s
https://workwiltshire.co.uk/family-and-community-learning/ r@_j_
Courses are no cost to learners who meet our eligibility criteria. Learners must
be aged 19+ years, have a Wiltshire postcode, and meet residency requirements.
Learners must also be able to tick one of the following criteria: individual income
less than £25,750 a year; in receipt of benefits (other than child benefit); be a
care leaver, foster carer or carer; be a military family or ex-armed forces
personnel; have refugee or asylum seeker status; have a learning difficulty or
disability; be looking to work, now or in the future.

FRH
Ofsted Wi iltshire Council

GCood
Provicler
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Family and Community Learning s
Discover Opportunities - Develop Skills - Achieve Ambitions “‘fﬂ

Online Course

Supporting My Teen with Transitions
to Adulthood

Five Online Sessions Tuesdays 10am - 12pm
21 April, 5, 12, 19 May, 2 June

Ped

BOo k b
4 Aprif

5

Promote emotional wellbeing
Explore post 16 opportunities for work and study
Support life skills, online safety and decision making

For bookings scan the QR code or contact: 01225 770478 @""1’?;?@
familyandcommunitylearning@wiltshire.gov.uk B g

https://workwiltshire.co.uk/family-and-community-learning/ @g,wgu

Courses are no cost to learners who meet our eligibility criteria. Learners must
be aged 19+ years, have a Wiltshire postcode, and meet residency requirements.
Learners must also be able to tick one of the following criteria: individual income

less than £25,750 a year; in receipt of benefits (other than child benefit); be a
care leaver, foster carer or carer; be a military family or ex-armed forces
personnel; have refugee or asylum seeker status; have a learning difficulty or
disability; be looking to work, now or in the future.

goffted Wiltshire Council

Provicler
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https://navigatingdementia.eventbrite.co.uk

Navigating Dementia
Conference

Small changes can make FREE.
] . pre-booking
meaningful differences. required

07484 157768

A welcoming afternoon for health and
community services professionals and
people with dementia and their carers
to connect, share and learn.

12:30 Registration and
Buffet Lunch

Tuesday 19 May
12.30-4.30 pm
Salisbury Methodist Church 130, Copfeieel
St. Edmund’s Church Street Key speaker

Sir Al Aynsley-Green
SALISBURY on compassionate care
SP11EF

Alzheimers Disease International on
research and future developments

People with lived experience of Dementia
will share their perspectives

Local support organisations will be on hand to offer
information and advice

A supported quieter space also available for people with
lived experience of dementia throughout the afternoon

Charity No 1205459

This event is funded by the Wiltshire and Swindon Community Foundation AUVATATA Y& T4 A eT i AV
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Rockbourne Fair Celebrates Another
Record-Breaking Year

The Rockbourne Early Christmas Fair has celebrated another record-breaking year
after raising £68,191 for the Stars Appeal, Salisbury Hospital’s Charity surpassing
the record-breaking £62,081 raised in 2024.

The team of volunteers, who organise the annual event, presented the incredible sum
raised to hospital staff and were joined by Mr Graham Branagan, Consultant Surgeon
and Chair of the Clinical Ambassadors.

Bev Moulding, Chair of the Rockbourne Fair Committee, said: “The Rockbourne Fair
team and | are absolutely delighted and incredibly proud to have raised such an
amazing, record-breaking amount once again. The generosity shown by our
community has been truly heart-warming, and every penny raised will help support
Salisbury District Hospital and the local people it cares for. Thank you to our wonderful
stallholders, sponsors, volunteers, and everyone who came along to support the fair.
Rockbourne Fair is one of the longest-running independent charity fairs in the South
West, and we can’t wait to welcome everyone back in October 2026.”

As part of the presentation, the Rockbourne Fair team visited the Stars Appeal Breast
Unit where they were told about the charity’s work maintaining and enhancing the

environment, providing the very latest diagnostic and treatment equipment, as well as
funding extras that make time in hospital more comfortable including the Stars Appeal
aromatherapist, free hot and cold drinks, and snacks during chemotherapy treatment.

Mr Graham Branagan, added: “Our sincere congratulations to Bev and the
Rockbourne Fair team on this outstanding achievement. Thank you to everyone who
supported the fair and helped make it another record-breaking year.”

Funds raised by the fair help the Stars Appeal fund state-of-the-art equipment,
enhancements to buildings, and its ongoing projects across the hospital, which include
support for people with cancer, play therapy equipment and a dedicated play assistant
on the Children’s Unit, and Stars Appeal Wi-Fi.

Rockbourne Early Christmas Fair returns to Salisbury Racecourse from Wednesday to
Friday 14 — 16 October with over 100 handpicked stallholders from across the UK
offering homeware, fashion, jewellery, cosmetics, gourmet food, and unique gifts.

Go to www.rockbournefair.org for more information.

igsaw
e
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Police Commissioner’s Parish Column

Last week, Wiltshire again demonstrated the strength of a united South West approach
to tackling organised crime. Operation Scorpion brought together all five regional
police forces, Police and Crime Commissioners, SWROCU and British Transport
Police in a coordinated effort to disrupt drug supply and protect vulnerable people from
exploitation. With Wiltshire Police leading this phase, the focus was on Class A drug
supply and its clear links to missing children and child criminal exploitation.

Across Wiltshire, officers arrested 26 individuals, safeguarded 24 people and visited 52
cuckooed addresses, removing around £380,000 worth of drugs and more than
£22,000 in cash from criminal networks. These results are more than enforcement
statistics - each reflects harm prevented, a vulnerable person supported, or an
organised crime group disrupted.

| was pleased to welcome Policing Minister Sarah Jones MP to Trowbridge during the
week of action, where she saw firsthand the professionalism of Wiltshire Police as they
executed a warrant linked to County Lines. As | said at the time, this phase of
Operation Scorpion shows the real impact of a coordinated South West approach.
Wiltshire’s leadership has delivered strong results and vital safeguarding.

The week also highlighted why locally rooted forces matter. Wiltshire Police acted
quickly and precisely because of the strong relationships it holds with communities and
partner agencies. Enforcement was only one part of the work. Officers visited schools
across the county, speaking to nearly a thousand young people about exploitation and
how to seek help. This early intervention plays a crucial role in preventing criminal
networks from gaining a foothold in young people’s lives. Alongside this, teams worked
with hotels, police cadets and local services to raise awareness of exploitation

and identify those at risk.

Protecting vulnerable people remains at the heart of this work. Organised crime groups
rely on fear, silence and manipulation. By increasing awareness and supporting early
reporting, we make Wiltshire a harder place for them to operate. Operation Scorpion
shows again that our region is strongest when it stands together, and we will continue
working to keep our communities safe.

Philip Wilkinson, Wilts Police and Crime Commissioner
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Strengthened Victims’ Code Delivering Swifter
Justice for Children

-

The Wiltshire Police and Crime Commissioner has welcomed the vaernment’s
renewed Victims’ Code which promises clearer rights, stronger support and faster
justice for child victims across England and Wales.

The updated Code includes the creation of the first ever child friendly version,
developed hand in hand with children and young people to ensure they understand
their rights and know how to access support following a crime. It will set out, in simple
and age-appropriate language, what help is available and how victims can be referred
or self-refer to specialist services.

It also proposes enhanced communication standards across the criminal justice
system, including more direct contact between police or probation officers and victims
aged 12 and over, where appropriate, helping to give children greater dignity,
autonomy, and safety as they navigate the justice process.

Police and Crime Commissioner Philip Wilkinson said: “I fully welcome these
strengthened commitments to child victims. Too many young people struggle to
navigate a justice system that feels complex, intimidating and overwhelming. Creating
a child-friendly Victims’ Code is an essential step forward—one that puts children at
the centre of their own journey to justice.

“Here in Wiltshire, we are committed to ensuring that every child who becomes a victim
of crime gets the clarity, compassion and support they deserve—from the moment they
report an incident through to recovery. We will work closely with our partners to make
sure these national improvements translate into real, practical change for families
locally.”

The OPCC will continue working with Wiltshire Police and local commissioned services
to ensure the Code’s strengthened standards are fully reflected in local practice.

Debbie Beadle, CEO of FearFree, which supports young victims of sexual

violence, domestic abuse and stalking in Wiltshire, said: "Every year, we support
thousands of children who are victims of domestic abuse and sexual violence, and we
witness first-hand the additional trauma that navigating the criminal justice system
places on them.
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“We welcome the renewed Victims’ Code and view it as an important step towards
ensuring that every child receives the support they deserve. We urge continued focus
on placing children’s rights, voices, and wellbeing at the heart of every decision
within the criminal justice system."

First Light provides an Independent Sexual Violence Advisor (ISVA) service for
children, young people and adults across Wiltshire, and also operates the county’s
Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC).

CEO Lyn Gooding said: “Children who have experienced sexual violence deserve a
justice system that speaks their language, not one that silences them with complexity
and jargon. The updated Victims' Code is a meaningful step forward, and as the
organisation delivering both ISVA and SARC services in Wiltshire, we will make sure it
translates into real, tangible change for the young people we support.”

The updated Code sits alongside the national Understand Your Rights campaign, now
running across England and Wales to ensure every victim—whatever the crime—
understands the support they are entitled to. At the same time, a national consultation
is inviting views on proposed revisions to strengthen victims’ entitlements, improve
communication from justice agencies, and establish clearer minimum standards of
support across the criminal justice process.

Victims, families, professionals and the wider public are encouraged to share their
views before the consultation closes on 30 April 2026. You can take part here.
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