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W elcome to an extra large portion of News and Notes!  
 

This edition covers both July and August (as we take a little 
break) so weôve packed it full.  
 
Weôd like to say a huge thank you to our advertisers, old and 
new, for their ongoing support. Youôll see we have more this 
month, allowing us to create a bumper edition! We literally 
couldnôt do it without them and we urge our readers to make a 
cuppa, sit down and perused the adverts. There is opportunity 
galore amongst them; to get things sorted, to explore new ideas 
and to fix stuff, replace stuff and learn stuff.  
 
Included in this News & Notes is a Mrs Pôs Recipes Wimbledon 
Edition, some wonderful Community News (with lots of 
opportunities to meet up/attend events), Plant of the Month, a 
high flying Spotlight, praise for our pubs, a gorgeous baby, Open 
Farm Sunday photos, a WI update and Church News.  
 
What a whopper to get you through the summer.  
 
Speaking of summer, those of you with young people in your 
lives will be heading towards the end of the academic year. Well 
done to said young people, for the diligence and effort it takes to 
go to school five days a week. And good luck to the parents who 
will soon be embarking on six whole weeks of managing 
childcare, facilitating fun, remembering how much kids eat when 
theyôre home all day and organising wholesome, educational 
activities to fill the time! Thereôll soon be blackberries on the 
bushes so thatôs lunch sorted. And thank goodness weôre 
surrounded by plentiful places to walk, swim and meet up with 
friends. I really look forward to seeing the youngsters kicking 
about! 
 
Please do send your articles, thoughts, news items, 
announcements and jokes by 14 August to be included in the 
September edition. The email is editor@newsandnotes.co.uk  
 
Have a great summer, everyone!  
 
Anna and Orpheus 
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Congratulations to the Irwins! 
 
Anna, Rich and Felix Irwin of Nunton 
welcome their new arrival, Alfie.  
 
Born on the 27th of May.   
 
Heôs already looking forward to his first 
EbbleFest!! 

Stewart Ford 
The Man, the Myth, The Rafting Legend 

 
Ralph Waldo Emerson once said something along the lines that:  

ñWhen we look upon a river, we are reminded of the flux of all things.ò 
  

And this year there is flux afloat as we say a huge thank you and farewell to Stewart 
Ford, and his family, who have navigated the organisation and management of the 

hugely popular Raft Race for over 20 years.  
 

Alas, it is time for Stewart to hang up his waders and clipboard, and pass the baton 
on to someone else, as 2024 was his last time at the helm.  

(Look, a vacancy, do apply!)   
 

From the Ebblefest team and whole community, especially those who have taken part 
over the years, thank you Stewart. Good luck downstream! 

Nunton Car Boot Sale 
Sunday 21st July 

 
Sellers arrive at 7.30am 

Shoppers arrive from 8.30am 

If youôve got any local news, please send it to editor@newsandnotes.co.uk.  

The next edition will be sent out at the beginning of September. 
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Millie-on to One! 
 

Sharon and Andy Chandler are currently on 
an epic road trip all the way to John oô Groats 
in their 1969 Morris Minor called Millie. They 
love their vintage cars and have many a story 
of them breaking down mid-journey so this is 
nail biting stuff. 
 
We hear thereôs a sweepstake on how far 
theyôll get. Good luck if youôve placed a bet. 
Last we heard...theyôd made it to Glasgow! 

CREATIVITEA 

Thursdays 18
th
 July and 16

th
 August 

2-4pm in The Orchard Community Room, Nunton 

More info on page 19! 
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Open Farm Sunday Success 
 

A  huge thank you to everyone who came along to join us on the farm. It was so wonderful to invite the community in and showcase all the work that goes 
on behind the scenes across the farm, our dairy, in our partnership with Longford 
Estates and in the Allenford Farmer Cluster. 

We hope you all had a brilliant day in the sunshine and were able to learn lots, 
and see everything that goes into producing delicious farm fresh, local milk!  
 
Weôre looking forward to next year already!  
 
John and Simon Martin 
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O ver the years Iôve lived in Odstock, Charlton, Homington, Bowerchalke, Martin, 
Standlynch and now óThe Landsô, which technically counts as Bodenham 

according to the post office but seems to be a charming backwater of not actually 
anywhere.  In its favour, itôs only two fields and a Chalke stream away from my local 
pub, the Radnor Arms, which on my list of top pubs in the locality, is up there. 
 
It's an establishment, absolutely key to the community in my mind, a cracking place to 
gather with family and friends for a delicious Sunday lunch, or a quiet, contemplative 
beer early on a Tuesday evening.  Friends who visit from home, up North, or the DFLs 
(Down From London) are always in awe of the place, saying how lucky we are to have 
it, and to have had it for all these years.  And we are lucky, Iôll second that. 
 
My first encounter with the pub was in the heat of summer, 1982, having spent, with 
Georgina and Jimmy, 12 hours scrubbing scruffy dried paint off the ground floor walls 
of the barn on the front lawn of Odstock Manor.  It was to become the home of 
Georgina von Etzdorf.  Covered in a thick layer of paint and plaster, we stopped off at 
Jubilee Gardens and plunged, naked into the rolling river to freshen up a little before 
stopping in for a pint at the Raddy.  A normal procedure for bohemians from Devizes, 
possibly not for the locals of Nunton, but itôs history now and canôt be changed. 
 
Back in the day, and especially when Richard and Lesley Penny were at the helm, it 
served us as pub, restaurant, grocery store, butcher, fishmonger, post office and bank.  
These days, and with Louise in charge, itôs my social hub and a welcome warm-down 
from the working week.  A few beers and a catch up with the locals on a Friday night 
provides sustenance, along with a bowl of chips and the occasional whitebait.  The 
garden attracts families from far and wide, itôs a true asset to the village. 
 
In the interest of impartiality, I would also direct you to The Yew Tree in Odstock of 
course, although I donôt know it that well.  By complete contrast, the Wyndham Arms 
on Estcourt Road is also a go-to.  Home of the original Hop Back brewery, no beer 
garden, no food, consequently no children, just drinkers having a chat on an early 
Friday evening, standing outside overlooking the ring road and the endless trail of 
traffic queuing to get down the A36, keeping in touch with their inner urban selves. 
 
Then thereôs the Beckford Arms over Tisbury way, the watering hole of Guy Ritchie and 
Madonna at one point, and still full of óLes types comme caô as I think they say across 
the Chanel.  Bordering on fancy, but in a good way, a real treat, great food and worth 
the effort.  Further afield, The Square and Compass at Worth Matravers serves mulled 
cider in winter, great fuel for a coastal walk. 
 
Anyway, this isnôt the Good Pub Guide, itôs just nice to reminisce about fondly 
remembered watering holes and their place in the community.  Needless to say there 
are countless more.  The last one I would mention, sadly closed now, is the Three 
Horseshoes, tucked out of the way in Bishopstone.  A pool table a jukebox, great beer 
and a packet of crisps.  The interior hadnôt changed one jot from the 1940ôs.  In the 
eighties, we were drawn to it like moths to a flame. 
 

Martin SimcockðBread and Flowers 
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Getting to know your community  

SPOTLIGHT 

F or this monthôs Spotlight we caught up with Chris, often seen in the Raddy on a 
Friday evening, helping out with village events or being a Parish Counsellor.  As if 

that didnôt keep him busy enough he also has a super exciting, daring profession - by 
any chance has he ever told you heôs a Pilot? 
 
What was your childhood like? Where did you grow up?  
 
Childhood was amazing-wonderful family with my parents and brother in Salisbury and 
Coombe Bissett.   
 
Dad was an Agricultural valuer and Mum very creative, doing much work with Studio 
Theatre in Town (she played a mean Desdemona!). Otherwise my growing up was on 
Farms and Country Estates or the Rugby field. 
 
How long have you lived in Nunton and what brought you here?  
 
Iôve been back in Nunton for 5 years to be closer to my parents and start afresh. 
 
What's your job?  
 
Did I tell you I was a Pilot? My job is to fly Search and Rescue Helicopters as part of 
the UK SAR network. Currently based in Lydd in Kent but I can be deployed Nationally. 
I cover a 24hr shift with 24 hours off after in a cycle dependant upon the requirement.  
Iôve been doing this particular role for nearly 10 years now but before that I flew in the 
Navy and for the Police. 
 
What led you to the job? 
 
I joined the Navy because the recruiter came to Bishops during Double Chemistry 
which was not my fave subject so went to see him. I was working as a stage hand 
before that so joining up was a slight career divergence. That was 1984 and I have 
been very lucky in my career with the Navy, travelling a vast amount of the globe and 
having a lot of ñinterestingò experiences. Iôve flown 10 different aircraft and fortunately, 
my landings tally with my take offs. 
 
What is your most stand out work memory? 
 
My most stand out memory was being presented with my Navy wings-something I 
have cherished all this time. 

Chris Trubshaw 
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What's a myth about Helicopter Pilots? 
 
I think people think that Helicopter Pilots just rock up, kick a tyre or two and leap upwards 
into the sky (there is a little bit of that I suppose) but there are many factors that must be 
considered before conducting safe but challenging Ops-especially in SAR. 
 
What is a good reason to become a helicopter pilot - and what's a reason not to? 
 
It is a hugely challenging but rewarding job; being able to control a machine in the air (it 
all looks different up there) and conduct some quite frankly whacky things with that 8 
tonne machine is a real privilege. Did I tell you I was a Pilot? 
 
Sadly, itôs an expensive and difficult route for younger people to follow but with dedication 
and flexibility it is very worthwhile. 
 
If you hadn't been a helicopter pilot, what might you have done for work?  
 
If I didnôt fly -good question! Iôm not really sure what Iôd have done. Carried on driving 
ships for a bit and then some form of business I guess to support my creative hobbies. 
 
Did I tell you I am a pilot though? 

Getting to know your community  

SPOTLIGHT 

Know someone in our villages who should be in the Spotlight?  
Let me know via our email: editor@newsandnotes.co.uk 
Anna  - Co-Editor 
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LIAM BOWEN 

Painter and Decorator 

Free Estimates Competitive 
Rates 

Phone 01722 334 879 

Mobile 07712 284 618 

City and Guilds Qualified 

HILLSIDE Self Catering  

accommodation  

in Odstock Village 

Luxury log cabin sleeps up to five 

Plus Twin, Double and Single 
self-contained rooms 

All rooms and the log cabin opening 
out on to delightful gardens and 
each has a small kitchen with a 
fridge, oven and microwave.  

Free parking 
Minimum of a two night stay  

Please phone Carol or Jeff  
for bookings 

On 01722 329746 or book online at  

Hillsidebandb.co.uk 
The Yew Tree inn is nearby for great 

evening meals 

JN Upholstery - Bodenham 
Josh Nicols has an upholstery workshop 

in the  
Black Barn in Bodenham. 

T: 07704 767 813 

E: info@salisbury-upholstery.co.uk 

W: salisbury-upholstery.co.uk 

Please get in touch for more details 

 ËÝÌÙÛÚ 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you looking for a friendly, 
reliable and  

local window cleaner? 

Contact PK Window Cleaning  
for a free,  

no obligation quote! 

07585 036058 
PKwindowcleaning@outlook.com 

www.PKwindowcleaning.com 

http://www.Hillsidebandb.co.uk
mailto:info@salisbury-upholstery.co.uk
salisbury-upholstery.co.uk
Salisbury-upholstery.co.uk
salisbury-upholstery.co.uk
Salisbury-upholstery.co.uk
mailto:PKwindowcleaning@outlook.com
http://www.PKwindowcleaning.com
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Handy Man 
Friendly & reliable service 
All jobs considered including: 

Hedge & Grass cutting & Plumbing 
Rubbish & Garden clearance & Repairs 
Gutters cleaned & repaired & Fencing 
Flat pack assembly & Small removals 
Fully Insured, No Call Out Fee, No job too 

small 
Call Andy on 07704578293  

Email: acnservices@outlook.com 

JD Sewing Services 
Curtains, Roman Blinds,  
and Cushion Covers 

made for you in  
your choice of fabrics 

Contact Jan  

07810 516 221 

Camôs Cab 

Executive Private Hire, 

Air/Sea Transfers 

Long Distance and Local Area  

Cameron Purdon  

07967 724533  

ecam62@gmail.com 

Professional, Reliable & Courteous  

YouŚre in Safe Hands 

S J GILLINGHAM 
Oil Heating Services 

Installation - Maintenance - Service 

Email : sjgillingham@btinternet.com 
Tel 07831 378803 

Oil fired boiler maintenance 

OFTEC REG OIL ENGINEERS 

 

 

 

 

 

Grass, Tree & Hedge cutting 

Garden clearance 

Contact Josh on 07554 881 816 

Email: josh@lovegardeningandfencing.co.uk 

ALLPAWZ  

DOG GROOMING  
Kind and experienced 

professional dog grooming.  
Odstock, Salisbury  

07880622539  
E: allpawz@live.co.uk  

mailto:acnservices@outlook.com
mailto:ecam62@gmail.com
mailto:sjgillingham@btinternet.com
mailto:josh@lovegardeningandfencing.co.uk


 

Issue 572 - July & August 2024 10 



 

Issue 572 - July & August 2024 11 

Britford Farm Shop  
 

Coffee, Cakes & 
Lunches 

 

Gateaux made to order 

Luxury Belgian chocolates 

OPEN: 

Mon - Fri 10.30am - 2.30pm 

Last orders for lunch at 2pm 

Booking is advisable 
but not essential 

 
Robert Lewis and the team look 

forward to hosting you 
01722 413 400 
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EVENT CATERING 
 

 
 

 

We love a good wedding and weôve catered a few hundred of them, so we know what 
weôre doing.  We like to take the stress out of feeding 140 friends and family, make it 
fun even, by providing unique and inspiring food options with which to impress your 
guests.  We particularly love the challenge that overseas brides and grooms bring 
when marrying into a British family, and have relished the prospect of tackling Korean 
Kimchi, Brazilian Pao de queijo, Shrimp and Grits from North Carolina, Jewelled 

Persian rice from Iran and the classic Croquembouche from France. 

Website www.breadandflowers.co.uk.   

Instagram @breadandflowers. 

Email enquiries@breadandflowers.co.uk.  Call 01722 326 581 


