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Issue 368 for Bodenham, Britford, Charlton All Saints, Nunton and Odstock December 2006

The perfect gift

We all want the perfect Christmas gift for our loved ones — something to match their personality, something to give
real pleasure. If, after a lot of searching, I find the perfect present, I feel really glad! And there’s much more
pleasure in wrapping something which I know will give delight. But the best compliment, the best ‘Thank you’
ever, is when someone opens their gift and exclaims “This is just what I need!”

God had no problem in giving us the perfect gift — the gift of His Son Jesus Christ to live on earth among us, to be
our teacher and guide, but supremely our Saviour — well, that was and remains God’s perfect gift for us. Before
Christ came to earth it was hard to understand, or fully experience, God’s love. We needed ‘Emmanuel’ (which
means ‘God with us’). “He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all”, “Veiled in flesh the
Godhead see : Hail, the incarnate Deity!”

Before Christ came, the problem of human sin required a permanent solution; how could we be welcomed into
God’s presence in heaven? We needed a Saviour. “Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled” .

The wonder of Christmas is that God chose to give Himself to us, the perfect gift, to make this possible.  “How
silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given, So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven”

How to say ‘Thank you’? How to respond? More lines from carols say it better than I can!
“O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray, Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today”
“What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. If I were a wise man I would do
my part. Yet what I can, 1 give him - give my heart”

Alison Williams (01722 330628)

Church of England Services

Sunday, 3" December 9.30am Par%sh Commun%on Britford . FDavid/ AW
Advent 1 11.00am Parish Communion Coombe Bissett RR
6.00pm Evensong BCP Homington AW
Sunday, 10" December 9.30am Parigh Comr_nunion Odstock _ AW
Advent 2 11.00am Family Service Coombe Bissett AW
11.00am Matins BCP Charlton All Saints DB
9.30am Parish Communion Nunton CH
Sunday, 17" December 9.30am Family Communion Homington AW
Advent 3 5.00pm Carol Service with Sarum Voices Britford AW
6.00pm Carol Service Coombe Bissett AW
Friday, 22" December 6.00pm Carol Service Nunton AW
Sunday, 24 December 11.00am Carols with Christingle Charl'ton All Saints AW
Christmas Eve (Advent 4) 6.00pm Ca.rol‘Semce . Hommgtog AW
11.30pm Midnight Eucharist Coombe Bissett AW
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Homington AW
Monday, 25" December 9.30am Par%sh Commun?on Odstock _ AW
Christmas Day 9.30am Paqsh Commun;on Chgrlton All Saints Al
11.00am Parish Communion Britford Al
11.00am Family Service Coombe Bissett AW
Sunday, 315 December . . .
Christmas 1 10.00am Parish Communion Coombe Bissett AW

FDavid = Bishop David Stancliffe, AW = Revd Alison Williams, DH =Revd Canon David Henley, DB = Denis Blake

CH = Revd Charles Hatton, AJ = Ven. Alan Jeans BCP = Book of Common Prayer

News and Notes Contacts

Monetary donations to the Treasurer, Neil Guttridge,
Court Hay, Lower Road, Charlton All Saints,
Salisbury SP5 4HQ
tel: 01725 511468

Articles to the Editor, Adrian Taylor,
Florida, Nunton Drove, Nunton, Salisbury SP5 4HZ
tel: 01722 325862 / email: editor@newsandnotes.co.uk
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Odstock, Nunton and Bodenham W.I.
Meeting on 13" November 2006

Anna Treseder

Sue Bourne, President, opened the meeting at the
Radnor Hall by extending a warm welcome to our
new members and several visitors. She thanked
Audrey Elliott for her beautiful flower arrangement.
Vi Bath won the Flower of the Month competition
with a red rose. At the recent Downland Group
Meeting Julia Joynt’s landscape watercolour was
placed second and Valerie Martyn’s pastel portrait of
a cat came joint third. Angela Moules’ bougainvillea
was commended. The annual WI meeting at the City
Hall on 23™ October was well run and enjoyable.
Ann Widdecombe gave an excellent talk. Judy Barke
and Jennifer Cunningham were congratulated on the
stunning flower arrangements (with lots of flowers
from Pat Reeves’ garden!) The flowers were
auctioned at the end of the meeting.

Updates on the Theatre, Skittles, and Scrabble
activities followed, and also the Secretary’s and
Treasurer’s reports. Forthcoming events include the
Christmas lunch starting at 12.30pm on 13t
December arranged by Suzie Appleford at The
Rainbow on the Lake. Members were invited to visit
Whiteparish WI on 15 November, and to attend a
cookery demonstration at Amesbury in February
2007 and to join an outing to Cambridge in April
2007.

The Committee has prepared a New Members
Information Sheet and new members will each be
paired up with a “buddy” to help familiarise them
with our Group.

Jenny Collings gave a very stimulating talk on the
Burns Unit Group Support (B.U.G.S.) Charity which
works closely with the Burns Unit at Salisbury
District Hospital, helping, befriending and supporting
patients and their families during what is often a very
traumatic time as in-patients, often with many
follow-up visits thereafter. Jenny described how
B.U.G.S. was set up — the catalyst was a visit to a
children’s burns unit in Kathmandu, Nepal in 1998 -
and how it is manned by a mixture of volunteers,
some of whom are themselves ex-patients, and
hospital staff. Involvement includes visiting patients
on the wards, welcoming out-patients at scar
management clinics, raising funds through fétes and
talks, funding and accompanying children on camps
and activities, and specialist application of
camouflage creams. On behalf of members and their
guests Judy Barke thanked Jenny very much for her
interesting and informative talk.

The Christmas Meeting will take place in the Radnor
Hall on Monday, 11" December. Entertainment will
be readings and carols, a bring-and-buy stall, a raffle,
mince pies and mulled wine. Guests are welcome.

Odstock Primary School

Our children have had several visitors over the past
month to enhance their learning experience here at
school.

First we had a Lego Workshop where every child
learnt about how to construct a house and then had a
g0, placing their model onto bases to create a village.

Next a lady from the Devizes Museum came in to do
light workshops with each class. This included
model making and talking to them about how
different types of light and sharing artefacts with
them.

Continuing along the light theme our teachers
attended a workshop in association with Toozali
Community Arts and learnt how to make lanterns
using willow, cling film and papier mache. These
skills were then transferred to the children when we
held a lantern-making workshop at school the
following day. All the lanterns will be used in a
Christmas parade to take place on 21 December. We
are meeting at Salisbury Arts Centre at 7pm and then
parading through the town centre to end at the
Cathedral. Our school will be joined by all the other
groups who have been involved in this project. If
you would like to carry a lantern, please come and
find us at the Arts Centre.

LEGO APPEAL

We are hoping to expand our stock of
Lego. Do you have any Lego at home
that is no longer used? Donations would
be gratefully received. Please drop them
into the school office. Many thanks.

Donations of Tesco Sports Vouchers would be
gratefully received together with Nestlé Box Tops
and Persil Stars. Please just pop them through our
letter box when you are next passing.

Discounted oil deliveries - December

Those members who responded to earlier editions of
News & Notes took delivery of their first order in
September at a reasonable discount. The next order
will be placed mid-December and requirements
should be forwarded, preferably by email or
alternatively by phone, during the week Monday, 11t
to Sunday, 17 December. A group order, if in excess
of 5000 litres, would be placed on 18" December.

The arrangements remain as before but it seems
customary for suppliers not to take individual orders
below 500 litres. In addition to knowing your name
and the quantity you need, the following information
would be useful: address, postcode, phone, email
and, if other people’s containers are nearby, how to
identify the tank.

Les Dodd, Penguin's Roost, Britford, Salisbury
01722 329341 Email: MrLesDodd@Hotmail.com
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News from Britford Primary School
Community Lantern Making Workshops

The children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 recently took part
in a Lantern Making Workshop and constructed their
own beautiful lanterns made of reed and tissue paper.
The children really enjoyed this wonderfully creative
experience under the guidance of local artist Alex
Grant. The workshop was organised by Toozalii
Community Arts (in association with Circular Arts)
and the children will show off their creations during a
large lantern parade through the centre of Salisbury
on the evening of Thursday 21 December, starting at
Salisbury Arts Centre.

Netball

Britford has had a very strong netball team over the
last couple of years and the departure of our Year 6s
last year also meant the loss of most of the netball
team! However, with training and practice, we now
have a promising new team who played their first
tournament on 14 November and came 5Sth. This is
what some of the members had to say, after the
tournament: “For some of us, it was our first time and
so we were nervous. We all tried our best and our
teachers were very proud of us”.

Christmas Card Competition

FOBS (Friends of Britford School) have organised a
Christmas card competition recently and the winners
will have their cards printed for purchase. There were
winners from each of our three classes Swallows,
Hawks and Penguins and the winning designs are
currently on display in the school hall. Cards are sold
individually at £1 each. Send locally designed and
made Christmas cards and support your local school
at the same time! Contact can be made with the
school to arrange viewing and ordering of the cards.

French

Children in Years 4, 5 and 6 are continuing to learn
French and their confidence is coming in leaps and
bounds. They are currently preparing for a Nativity
Play, all “en frang¢ais”, which is sure to be a huge
success.

Odstock Parish Council
Parish Clerk (01794 341405)

Wiltshire County Council has introduced a scheme
whereby a ‘Parish Steward’ will visit the Parish each
month to carry out minor works of roadway
maintenance that have been reported to Clarence on
Freephone 0800-23-23-23.

The next Parish Council meeting is at 7:30pm on
Wednesday, 6th December in the Radnor Hall when
members will consider a budget and set a precept for
2007-08.

Pumpkin Competition
Mike and Rebecca Smith

Once again, a very big thank you to everybody who
contributed to this year’s Pumpkin Competition on
29" October at the Radnor Arms, whether by
growing a pumpkin, making a donation, entering the
raffle, or just turning up on the day.

This year, a total of 18 pumpkins were entered for
weighing, the heaviest being 45lbs. There was
equally healthy competition in the children’s section,
and this was won by Charlotte Taylor whose
pumpkin weighed in at 191bs.

Special thanks go to Alan Ambrose and Nigel Start
for their help with this event.

From the sale of seeds, donations and the raffle we
managed to raise a total of £400 which will be used
to buy a bench in memory of Mr Peter Tucker and
which will be placed in Nunton Playing Field.

(Many thanks to Mike and Rebecca for organising
the competition again this year and congratulations
to Mike for growing the biggest pumpkin! See the
N&N website for pictures of the judging. Ed.)

Charlton All Saints Bonfire Bash

Jackie and Graham Barrett

Many thanks to everyone who attended the
magnificent Charlton All Saints Bonfire Bash! We
made £65 profit which will go to Charlton All Saints
Church Funds. Thanks also to those who helped with
the building of the bonfire and other contributions on
the day.

The Radnor Hall
Questionnaire and Prize Winners

The Radnor Hall Committee

We have had a good response from the questionnaire
distributed some weeks ago to households in
Odstock, Nunton and Bodenham and to hall user
groups. The answers and findings will be used to
support our applications for grant aid from the Big
Lottery Fund towards paying for an extension and
improvements to the hall, and possibly some grants
from other funding sources.

The prize draw winners — a meal for two with wine at
either the Radnor Arms or the Yew Tree Inn — are
Celia Maidment and Clare and Giles Chitty. Our
thanks to them and all other respondents to the
questionnaire.

Chalke Valley Flower Club

We meet next at 7.30pm on 24" January 2007 in
Broad Chalke Village Hall for our AGM.
Afterwards, Celia Thompson will be talking about
hats and flowers: “Mad About Hats”. Wine and tapas
will be on offer — so come and join us. It is also the
last of our competitions for 2006, so we shall be
looking for lots of entries for our ‘Small Table
Arrangement’ competition.
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DOWNTON BAND

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
CONCERT

this prestigious band will be giving
its traditional Christmas Concert at

CHARLTON ALL SAINTS

CHURCH HALL
on Wednesday, 13" December,
at7.30 p.m.

Admission Free

There will be seasonal refreshments, a Raffle and, of
course, a collection will be taken which will be divided
between the Band and Charlton Church's funds.
Do, please, come to this popular, musical and
extremely enjoyable start to the fun and rejoicing of
Christmas. We do, of course, get to sing Carols!

REPEAT, ADMISSION FREE, but getting out
again will, we hope, cost you at least something!

Maryline Leese oip couns mBace

COUNSELLOR

TRAUMA DEPRESSION BEREAVEMENT
RELATIONSHIPS STRESS ANXIETY

Private Practice in Salisbury
Experience with both adults and adolescents

Tel 07757 656208

www.marylineleese.co.uk

Computer Systems . Upgrades
Laptop Computers
Repairs . Servicing . Tuition
\Xeb Site Design
Bespoke Database Design

Handy Man

friendly, reliable service

All jobs considered including:

flat pack assembly, rubbish clearance,
gutters cleaned and repaired,
small plumbing repairs,
fencing and gardening, painting etc

Call Andy on 07704 578293

Fully insured, no call-out fee, no job too small

Having Computer Troubles ?
Internet a bit slow and constantly
disconnecting ?

Do You want to upgrade to Broadband ?
Do you just need some help ?

\X’hy not benefit from over 20 years of
experience in the computer trade.
Give me a ring for an informal chat.

Competitive rates and a fast response.
\Xhere possible all works are completed on-site.

Ask for Steve .
Tel : (01425) 652961 -
Mob: 07919 542287 I
Skype: SJ Consultancy
Website: www.sjcfb.co.uk

Reqular Events

WI Second Monday of the month, 10.00am, Radnor Hall, Bodenham

Whist Drive

Every Thursday, 7.30pm Barker Room, Nunton

Singing Group Every Tuesday (ex. Aug.), 8.00pm, Barker Room, contact Adrian Taylor on 01722 325862
Tiny Tots Wednesdays (ex. Aug.) 9.45 — 11.45am, Radnor Hall, Bodenham, contact Suzie Orchiton on 01722 502026
Alternate Thursdays (14" and 28" December): Brookmead, Britford 9.30 — 9.40am, alternate Fridays (8" &
Mobile Library 22" December) Phone Box, Charlton 10.15 — 10.30am.
The Library also visits the Orchard, Nunton monthly at 11.55 — 12.25pm (27" December)

Open Circle
Folk Dancing

Young People

December Dates
11 December

WI (see page 2)

27 4% and 5™ Mondays each month, 7.30pm, Radnor Hall, contact Clare Chitty on 01722 330871

Every other Sunday, Chalke Valley Young People’s Group, Coombe Bissett Chapel, 4 - 6pm, (contact Adrian
Taylor, 01722 325862) due to meet 3™ and 17" December with 315 December to be confirmed.

13" December Downton Band Annual Christmas Concert, 7.30pm Charlton All Saints Church Hall (see above)

Issue 368  website: www.newsandnotes.co.uk

email: editor@newsandnotes.co.uk

December 2006




