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My life in a small school ....

A few observations and questions often experienced ..... “Isn’t it lovely running such a small local school?”
“When are you going to move to a big school?” “You have lots of fun at Odstock Primary don’t you? ... You’re
always in the paper!”

But what is it really like leading a team of dedicated staff running a tiny school in the beautiful setting of Odstock
Primary School. Well I’ve been at the helm for three years and still enjoy the country setting. I love to hear the
birds in the morning and still enjoying walking up to the river with a group of intrepid nature explorers. The
numbers are steadily growing, up to a more healthy 55. The class sizes are still small with lots of adults to help us
carry on learning to our full potential. We have won lots awards for our commitment to healthy lifestyles, teaching
of basic skills and for our investment in our staff. So we must being doing something right. Our learners are still
making fantastic progress and some phenomenal scores have been achieved in the recent 11+ tests and for our
former pupils in their Key Stage 3 tests.

For me personally, I have now achieved the National Professional Qualification in Headship and so can now add a
further 4 letters after my name. I have presented at conferences on healthy staff work/life balance. I now can deal
with a flood, fire drill and oversee a building project ... simultaneously. I have learnt whose skills to call upon in the
village for support with our little school. I have enjoyed joining in with community events, joined the Radnor
Players, and donned a curly black wig. I even learnt what consistency a cowpat must be to make a good Frisbee
(Cowslip Walk — Summer 2006).

But what next ....

Lots of collaboration is now beginning with our colleagues at Britford School. Planning for the future
developments in both schools to ensure that we still have our lovely rural school settings for generations to come.

Melanie Sweeney, Headteacher, Odstock Primary School

Church of England Services

Sunday, 1° April 9.30am Parish Communion Britford AW
Palm St,lnday 11.00 am Parish Communion Coombe Bissett AW
6.00pm Evensong BCP Homington DH
Friday, 6.th April 12.00pm Devotional Service Britford DH
Good Friday 2.00pm Devotional Service Nunton DH
P
) 8.00am Holy Communion BCP Homington AW
Sunday, 8" April 9.30am Family Communion Odstock AW
Easter Day 11.00am Family Communion Coombe Bissett DH
11.00am Family Communion Charlton All Saints AW
Sunday, 15" April 8.00am Holy Communion BCP Britford AW
Easter 2’ 9.30am Family Communion Homington RR
9.30am Parish Communion Nunton AW
Sunday, 22" April 9.30am Parish Communion Charlton All Saints CH
Easter 3’ 11.00am Family Service Odstock ACFT
11.00am Matins BCP Coombe Bissett DH/WC
Sunday, 29" April ) . .
Easter 4 10.00am Parish Communion Coombe Bissett AW
Sunday, 6 May 9.30am Parish Communion Britford DH
Easter § 11.00 am Parish Communion Coombe Bissett AW
6.00pm Evensong BCP Homington AW

AW = Revd Alison Williams, DH =Revd Canon David Henley, CH = Revd Charles Hatton, WC = Revd Westley Cole,

RR =Revd Roger Redding , ACFT = Adrian Taylor

BCP = Book of Common Prayer

Please see back page for regular events, future dates and local advertisements.
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Odstock, Nunton and Bodenham W.I.

Pam Trubshaw

Sue Bourne, President, opened the meeting at the
Radnor Hall by inviting Pat Reeves to read the prayer
and thanking Barbara Robinson for her spring flower
arrangement. She also congratulated Angela Moules
on her ninetieth birthday, and wished Christine
Powell a speedy recovery.

Reports on the theatre visits, skittles and scrabble
were given and the Secretary, Jean Van Hagen, read
the correspondence which included several
invitations and notices of events in the Wiltshire
Federation.

Pat Reeves won the Flower of the Month
competition.

Any Other Business: Sue announced that several
Members were asking for assistance with their
various charities - Anna Treseder, Riding for the
Disabled, Ruth Austen and Isobel Stone, Stamps for
their Kidney Charity and Liz Stubbs who will be
running the Marathon in aid of Odstock School.

The Summer outing this year will be to Winchester
followed by tea with the ladies of the Otterbourne
WL

Sue then started the formal AGM by asking Sheila
May, Treasurer, to present the summary of the 2006
Financial Statements which were duly adopted.

The Secretary, Jean Van Hagen, read the Annual
Report which, after recording the many enjoyable
and various activities of the year, also stated that
eleven new members had joined this year and one
had retired, making a membership of 56. Jean then
thanked Sue Bourne for all her hard work as
President, which was endorsed by the Members
present. The Report was adopted.

Sue then gave the President's Address in which she
thanked all the members of the Committee for their
continued support and hard work and, in addition,
thanked John Barrow for his continuing support and
hard work, Bill Van Hagen for his support of Jean
and Ivor Osmond for kindly allowing the Committee
to use his home every month.

The Committee of Jean Van Hagen, Secretary, Sheila
May, Treasurer, Julia Joynt and Pam Trubshaw, Joint
Vice Presidents, Suzie Appleford, events organiser,
Margaret Barrow, catering and skittles organiser,
Doreen Osmond Speaker Secretary, Val Martyn
Theatre visits, Celia Maidment, Flower of the Month,
Barbara Robinson who sends cards to people who are
ill, and Anna Treseder who with Julia writes the
monthly reports, all said they were willing to stand
for another year.

The vote for President followed with Jodie Smith and
Jill Johnson acting as scrutineers. Sue Bourne agreed
to stand for another year, and was duly elected. After
coffee Sue Bourne gave a fascinating illustrated talk
of her adventurous, and sometimes hair-raising, trip
to Antarctica. She was thanked by Julia Joynt.

The next meeting will take place in the Radnor Hall
on Tuesday, 10th April when Cathy Knight will
return to tell us of her fundraising trip around Cuba.

Odstock Primary School

Have you seen our children’s artwork in the window
of Salisbury Festival Office? This was a project
involving several Salisbury schools displaying
artwork in shop windows throughout the city centre.
Our display centred on the Latin American theme (to
tie in with this year’s Festival focus) and water.

At the beginning of March we had a visit from a local
Southampton author, Sandra Horn. She has written
several children’s books and came in to share her
expertise with our children and those from Britford
Primary School. She was accompanied by two life
size scarecrows which are the subject of two of her
books.  The children very much enjoyed her
workshops and had loads of questions to ask her.

We also held a book character day where all
members of the school came dressed as a book
character, including adults. We were interviewed by
Spire FM and Salisbury Journal came to take some
lovely photos. The children were then all given a
free £1 book to take home and enjoy.

As mentioned last month our next big project is to
create an Infant Playground. This area will have play
equipment specifically designed for children aged 4-7
years old. Liz Stubbs is running the London
Marathon this year and has kindly agreed to donate
sponsorship money to our appeal so if you would be
interested in sponsoring Liz can you please contact
Julia Harris in the school office to add your pledge.
(01722 329701). (Or you can contact Liz direct, see
below.)

Don’t forget - We need old CD’s for our recycled art
(any condition) as well as Nestle Box Tops. We are
also collecting Sainsbury’s and Tesco vouchers.
Please just pop them through our letter box when you
are next passing.

London Marathon
Liz Stubbs (01722 330006)

As reported last month, I am intending and very
much hoping to complete the London Marathon to be
held on Sunday, 22" April this year.

I am donating the proceeds of my run to the creating
of a much needed infant playground at Odstock
School. They are also aiming to buy more new bikes
and some larger toys which encourage children to
share.

The total cost of the scheme is somewhere in the
region of £3000 so if you feel you would like to
support me in helping to fund this venture, we would
be thrilled. I certainly can't hope to match the time of
my veteran runner husband, Bernard, but [I’ll
certainly give it my best shot for the infants of
Odstock School! (01722 3300006).
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7.30pm on Friday, 20™ April 2007
at The Radnor Hall, Bodenham

Fish and Chips Supper
Bring your own drinks

Make up a team of 4 to 6 people
£8 per person

For tickets please contact

Chris Clark 01725 510891 or
Jenifer Withers 01725 510796

Any profits to Charlton All Saints church fund

Discounted oil deliveries

The next bulk order for oil will be placed on Friday
13th April. If you would like to place an order please
call Les Dodd on 01722 329341 or email
MrLesDodd@Hotmail.com after Good Friday and
before Friday, 13% April. Minimum order 500 litres.

Odstock Easter Lilies

Anyone wishing to contribute to the cost of Easter
Lilies at Odstock Church this year should please send
their donation to Caroline Cooper at Holly Lodge,
Odstock (next door to the Yew Tree pub) as soon as
possible. Thank you.

Chalke Valley Flower Club
Ann Thompson (publicity)

The Club had a very busy month in March. The Jolly
Jumble raised the magnificent total of £373.91! Many
thanks are due to all those who helped on the Friday
evening and again on the Saturday morning. We were
so popular that a queue formed before the doors had
opened!! And bags of jumble disappeared rapidly.

In April, we shall be presenting a cheque to the value
of £325.00 to Christine Rodgers from the Wilton
Branch of Riding for the Disabled, and a cheque, also
for £325.00, to Mary Penny, Sybil Topp and Ivy
Adams from the Thursday Club.

This year our nominated charity is the Wiltshire Air
Ambulance. The Club raises this charity money by
doing wedding flowers, coffee mornings etc.

MARGARET FAIRHURST is the demonstrator at
our OPEN MEETING on 25" APRIL in
BROADCHALKE VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm. Mrs
Fairhurst is a National Demonstrator and her theme is
“DREAMS DO COME TRUE”. Doors are open at
6.30pm; there will be refreshments and a raffle.
Tickets cost £6.00 and are available from Ann
Thompson on 01722 780683.

Britford and Nunton Flower Festivals
16t and 17t June 2007

Following the success of the St Mary’s, Odstock
Flower and Arts Festival last July, plans are under
way for festivals at St Peter’s, Britford and St
Andrew’s, Nunton. They will be held on the week-
end of 16" and 17" June and on the Sunday, there
will be a festival service in the morning at St
Andrew’s and in the evening at St Peter’s.
Refreshments will be available at both locations.

While both festivals will have flowers at their centre,
at Britford there will be an historical flavour looking
at the life of the village, past and present, and at
Nunton artistic and musical talents will be on display.

On the evening of 16" June, the Minerva String
quartet, who have already entertained us so well at
the Radnor Hall and Charlton All Saints, have kindly
agreed to give a concert at St Andrew’s, Nunton.

More details of both festivals will be included in
future editions of News and Notes but make sure the
dates are in your diary.

In the meantime, those who are able to help with
catering, stewarding and in any other way at St
Peter’s, Britford should contact Peggy Knight on
01722 320259.

Artists keen to exhibit at St Andrew’s, Nunton should
contact Julia Joynt on 01722 329782 and musicians
who would like to perform live in the church, please
contact Adrian Taylor on 01722 325862. Those who
can help with catering and stewarding should call
Debby Underhill on 01722 329769. If you would
like to be involved in the flower arranging at St
Andrew’s, please contact Judy Barke on 01722
324910 and anyone from our five villages who is
interested is invited to join Judy and the Nunton
flower arrangers on 19" May at 10.00am in the
Barker Room when Judy will give some expert
instruction in the art or arranging flowers.

Odstock, Nunton and Bodenham Féte

As reported in last month’s News and Notes, this
year’s Féte will be held on Saturday, 14™ July
starting at the slightly earlier time of 1.30pm to give
time for all the planned activities.

You are reminded that everyone is
invited make a scarecrow which
will be displayed for the two or
three weeks leading up to Féte
day. The scarecrows can be
dressed to your own liking and
prizes will be awarded for those
which particularly catch the
judges’ eye. We will arrange for all the scarecrows
to be displayed prominently so that they draw
attention to the forthcoming Féte. When you know
you want to participate please tell Andrew
Thornton, 01722 323860, or Alison Williams,
01722 330628, and you will be given an entry
number.
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Hillyer White Garden 4
Landscape Design

Complete design service based in
Odstock for beautiful gardens

Call Joy Hillyer for a free initial visit
Tel: 01722 329610 joyhillyer@btinternet.com

Maryline Leese bip couns msace

COUNSELLOR

TRAUMA DEPRESSION BEREAVEMENT
RELATIONSHIPS STRESS ANXIETY

Private Practice in Salisbury
Experience with both adults and adolescents

Tel 07757 656208

www.marylineleese.co.uk

The Complete Care Agency

Caring in the community.

Do you need help with the everyday things in life, and
wish to remain in your own home?
Are you caring for someone, and in need of a break?

Maybe we can help!

For further information please contact Kim on:
Telephone: 01373 824700 mobile: 07918058529

B
(2=

Registered with CSCI
The Complete Care Agency is an employment agency,
introducing 24 hour Live in carers. All carers are police checked
and have undergone an in depth interview, references available.

Holiday Cottage - sleeps 4

Meneac - Central Brittany
Close to the mediaeval town of Joselin
and the Paimpont Forest

Further details please contact Carol Ings
7, The Old Dairy, Nunton
01722 323713

GRAZING

4 ACRES WITH STABLE
(Stable size: 4.2m x 3.3m = 14ft x 11ft)

Electricity and Water
IN CHARLTON ALL SAINTS

Call 01725 510983

SJC Computer Systems
Upgrades and Repairs
Help with new computers

Problem solving
Ask for Steve: 01425 652961 or 07919 542287

Website: www.holiday-rentals.com
then enter: Brittany Morbiham Property No 55828

Regular Events

WI Second Monday of the month, 10.00am, Radnor Hall, Bodenham

Whist Drive Every Thursday, 7.30pm, Barker Room, Nunton

Singing Group Every Tuesday (ex. Aug.), 7.30pm, Barker Room, contact Adrian Taylor on 01722 325862

Tiny Tots Wednesdays (ex. Aug.) 9.45 — 11.45am, Radnor Hall, Bodenham, contact Suzie Orchiton on 01722 502026

Alternate Thursdays (5% and 19" April): Brookmead, Britford 9.30 — 9.40am, alternate Fridays (13"and 27%

Mobile Library April) Phone Box, Charlton 10.15 — 10.30am.
The Library also visits the Orchard, Nunton monthly at 11.55 — 12.25pm (18" April)
Open Circle nd Ath h .
Folk Dancin 2" 4™ and 5™ Mondays each month, 7.30pm, Radnor Hall, contact Clare Chitty on 01722 330871
g
Young People Every other Sunday, Chalke Valley Young People’s Group, Coombe Bissett Chapel, 4 — 5.30pm
(contact Adrian Taylor, 01722 325862).
Future Dates
15" April Car Boot Sale (for Radnor Hall) 12.00 noon, Nunton Field
30" April Charlton All Saints Garden Society Phil Joiner - Heathers and Heaths
13" May/10™ June Car Boot Sale (for Radnor Hall) 12.00 noon, Nunton Field
19" May Flower arranging instruction, 10.00am , Barker Room, Nunton (see page 3)
215 May Charlton All Saints Garden Society Sylvia Parret - The Scented Garden
31% May Radnor Hall AGM 7.30pm All welcome
3 June/22™ July Car Boot Sale (for British Diabetic Association, Salisbury Branch) 12.00 noon, Nunton Field
16" & 17" June Britford and Nunton Flower Festivals (see page 3)
30" June Charlton All Saints BBQ — 6.00pm The Courtyard
1% July Car Boot Sale (for ONB Féte) 12.00 noon, Nunton Field
14 July ONB Fete, Football Field, Nunton 1.30pm

News and Notes Contacts: Editor - Adrian Taylor 01722 325862, Treasurer - Neil Guttridge 01725 511468
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